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AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS, IRELAND, 
1881 . 


THE EXTENT IN STATUTE ACRES AND THE PRODUCE 
OP THE CROPS : 


WITH 

OBSERVATIONS 

OF THE 


STJB-INSPEOTORS OF THE ROYAL IRISH CONSTABULARY AND OF THE INSPECTORS 
OF THE METROPOLITAN POLICE, 

WHO ACTED AS SUPERINTENDENTS OF THE AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS, IN THE TEAR 1881. 


TO HIS EXCELLENCY THOMAS FRANCIS DE GREY, EARL COWPER, KG. 

LORD LtECTEKAST-GEXBRAL AND GENES AL GOYEBKOB OF IRELAND, 

&C. &C. &C. 

May it please your Excellency, 

In accordance with your Excellency’s commands, I have the honour, in anticipation 
of the Annual Detailed Report on the Agricultural Statistics of Ireland for the year 
1881, to present this Preliminary Statement, giving an Abstract of the particulars 
respecting the yield of the more important crops in Ireland. 

The acreage under crops published in the “ General Abstracts ” has been carefully 
revised, so that the following Tables are as approximately correct as can be expected 
in returns of this description. 

Preliminary Abstracts similar to the present were annually prepared up to the year 
1876, when they were discontinued. The advantages of having early information 
concerning 'the general results of the harvest in an easily available form, and the 
inconvenience of having the publication of the general results delayed until all the 
details were elaborated are too obvious to require any remark. 

In the Annual Report for the year 1SSU it was pointed out that the result of the 
harvest of that year was far in excess of the average, and had been the most plentiful 
for many years. The results for the year 1S81 are almost as good as those for the 
preceding year. A roference to the tables and analysis of the figures shows that the 
decrease in the average yield of the cereal crops is fractional ; there is an increase in the 
average yield of potatoes, with some falling off in turnips and mangel, but in few cases 
has the average fallen below that of the past, ten years, there being a small decrease in 
barley, with more important but not very large decreases in here and rye, these two 
latter being but unimportant crops in Ireland. 

It will also be observed that in several important crops, although the total acreage 
under the crops was below average, the total yield was above average, especially in wheat, 
oats, and potatoes. Thus, Ireland has had two unusually bountiful harvests in succession. 

The acreage under crops in 18S1, as compared with 1S80, shows, in cereal crops, an 
increase in wheat of 5,0S6 acres, in oats of 11,384 acres, and a decrease in barley of 
7,923 acres. In green crops — potatoes increased by 34,642 acres, and turnips decreased 
by 7,483 acres. In other crops — flax decreased by 10,395 acres, mangel wurzel increased 
by 3*323 acres, and hay by 92,204 acres. But compared with the average acreage for 
the ten year's, 1871-1880, there is a decrease in 1881 of 13,959 acres under wheat, of 
90,983 acres under oats, and of 17,763 acres under barley, of 45,769 acres under potatoes, 
and of 36,225 under turnips ;. while there is an increase of 20,171 acres under flax, of 
2 638 acres under mangel wurzel, and of 111,544 acres under hay. 

The crops which show an increased average produce per acre in 1881, compared with 
1880, are — rye 0’2 cwt., potatoes 0‘4 ton, and flax 4 - 9 stones. The crops which give a 
decrease in the average yield are — wheat 0‘1 cwt., barley 0‘1 cwt., bere 0 - 2 cwt., turnips 
1-4 ton, and mangel wurzel 1'2 ton. The average produce in 1881, compared with the 
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AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS, IRELAND. 


average of the ten years, 1871-1880, shows an increase of 1'2 cwt. in wheat, of l - 0 cwt. 
in oats, of l'O ton in potatoes, 0’4 ton in turnips, and of 4'8 stones in flax ; while there 
is a decrease of 0 - 2 cwt. in barley, of l’O cwt. in here, and of IT cwt. in rye. 

The produce in 1881, as compared with 1880, shows, in cereal crops, an increase in 
wheat of 69,414 cwts., in oats of 144,604 cwts., and in rye of 6,9S6 cwts. ; there is a 
decrease in barley of 1 17,526 cwts. In green crops, potatoes increased by 447,734 tons, 
hay by 194,831 tons, and flax by 2,800 tons ; turnips decreased by 518,742 tons, and 
mangel wurzel by 2,629 tons. 


Table I. — Showing the average yearly Extent of Land under Crops in the ten years, 
1871-80 ; the extent in 18S0 and 1881 ; the Increase or Decrease in each crop in 
1881 compared with 1880 ; and the extent in 1881 above or below the average for 
the ten years 1871-80. 



Average yearly 
extent in the ten 

Extent In 1S80. 

Extent in 1881. 

Increase or Decrease in 
1881 compared with 1880. 

between uverage of 10 years, 
1871-1880, and extent 
in 18SL 





Increase. 

Decrease. 

Above. 



Statute Acres. 

Statuto Acres. 

Statute Acres. 

Statute Acres. 

Statuto Acres. 

Statute Acres. 

Statute Acres. 

Wheat, 

107,753 

148,708 

103,794 

5,086 



13,959 

Oats, . 

1,484,295 

1,381,928 

1,393,312 

11,384 



90,983 

Barley, 

227,856 

218,016 

210,093 

7,923 


17,763 

Bere and Eye, 

10,007 

7,G68 

8,062 

394 



1,945 

Potatoes, 

901,002 

820,051 

855,293 

34,642 



45,769 

Turnips, 

331,437 

302,095 

295,212 

7,483 


36,225 

Mongol W urr.ol and 
Beet Root, 

42,200 

41,515 

44,838 

3,323 


2,638 


Flax, . 

120,974 

157,640 

147,145 


10,395 

20,171 


Hay, . 

1,889,485 

1,909,825 

2,001,029 

92,204 

111,544 



The produce in 1881, compared with the average produce of the ten years, 1871-1880, 
shows, in cereal crops, an increaso in wheat of 1,662 cwts., and in oats of 207,375 cwts. 
There is a decrease in barley of 321,673 cwts., and in rye of 26,666 cwts. In other 
crops in 1881, compared with the average, there is an increase of 745,081 tons in 
potatoes, of 38,060 tons in mangel wurzel, of 236,452 tons in hay, and of 7,680 tons in 
flax, but there is a decrease of 331,902 tons in turnips. 


Table II. — Showing the Average Rate of Produce per Acre for the 10 years 1871-1880, 
the Average Rate for 1880 and 1881 ; the Increase or Decrease in the Rate for 
each crop in 1881 compared with 1880, and the Rate in 1881 compared with the 
Average Rate for the 10 years 1871-1880. 


Crop* 

Averngo Rate of 
Produce per aero 
for the 10 years 

Average Rate of 
Pioduco per octo 

Average Rato of 
Produce per acre 

Increase or Decrease in 
1881 compared with 1880. 

Rate of Produce in 1881 
compared with average 
Rato of the 10 years 1871- 





Incronse. 

Decrease. 

Abo.i. 

Below. 

Wheat, in Cwts, . 

13-7 

150 

14-9 


0-1 

1-2 


Oats, „ 

131 

14-2 

14-1 


01 

1-0 


Barley, „ 

160 

15-8 

16-8 




0-2 

Bero, „ 

Eye, „ 

15-5 

14-7 

14-5 


o-2 



11-6 

10-3 

10-5 

0-2 



ms 

Potatoes, in Tons, 

3-0 

3-6 

40 

0-4 


1-0 

Ml 

Turnips, „ . 

Mangel Wurzel and 

12-5 

14-3 

12-9 


1*4 

0-4 

%9 

BeetBootinTons, 
Flax in Stones of 

13-4 

14-6 

13-4 


1-2 



14 lbs., . 

26-0 

25-9 

30-8 

4-9 


4-8 


Hay in Tons, 

2-0 

2-0 

20 
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PRODUCE FOR THE YEAR 1881. 


Table IIL — Showing the Average yearly amount of Produce for the 10 years 1871- 
1880, the Produce in. 1880 and 1881; the Increase or Decrease in 1881 compared 
with 1880 ; and the amount of Produce of each Crop in 1881, above or below the 
Average Amount for the 10 years 1871-1880. 


Crops. 

Average yearly 
Amount of 
Produce for the 

Prodnce in 16S0. 

rrodnoe In 1881. 

Increase or Decrease In 
1SS1 compared with 1880. 

The Produce in 1SS1 
compared with average 
Prodnce of 10 years 1871- 
1880. 


1880. 



Increase. 

Decrease. 

Above. 

Below. 


Certs. 

Cwts. 

Cwts. 

Cvrts. 

Cwts. 

Cwts. 

Cwts. 

Wheat, 

2,295,469 

2,227,717 

2,297,131 

69,414 


1,662 


Oats, . 

19,495,699 

3,648,589 

19,558,470 

3,444,442 

19,703,074 

144,604 




Barley, 

3,326,916 

117,526 

1,345 

321,673 

Bere, . 

Eye, . 

12,983 

8,225 

G,8S0 



6,103 

106,612 

72,960 

79,946 

6,986 


26,666 


Tom. 

TOM. 

Tom. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Potatoes, 

Turnips, 

2,688,512 

2,985,859 

3,433,593 

447,734 


745,081 


4,152,848 

4,339,GSS 

3,820,946 

518,742 

331,902 

Mangel Wurzel and 
Beet Root, 

563,732 

604,421 

601,792 


2,629 

38,060 




28,332 

2,800 


7,680 





3,989,834 

194,831 


236,452 



Tables showing the extent under Crops by Counties and Provinces, and by Poor Law 
Unions, will be found at pp. 6, 10. Tables showing the produce of the Crops by 
Counties and Provinces, and by Poor Law Unions, at pp. 8, 14. 


The usual Annual Report is in course of preparation, and will be presented in due 
course. 


I have the honour to remain, 

Your Excellency’s faithful servant, 

THOS. W. GRIMSHAW, 

Registrar-General. 


General Register Office, 

Charlemont House, Dublin, 

January 25th, 1882. 
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TABLE I.— SHOWING, BY COUNTIES AND PROVINCES, THE TOTAL 


EXTENT UNDER CROPS 







Co»n. 

EANS. A 

ND Pease. 








ww 

... 

DC,.,. 

Ders. 

Bye. 

— • 


T”*" 

..... 

Tur-lpe. 





Acres. 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Aerse. 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Antrim, . 




4,442 

76,446 

1,358 

2 

37 

2,375 

120 

84,779 

46,027 

9,471 

Armagh, . 




7,161 

58,165 

338 

7 

29 

454 

61 

66,205 

28,150 

7,739 

Carlow, , 




3,409 

20,209 

5,395 

4 


1 

4 

29,022 

9,856 

4,972 

Oatan, . 




379 

46,856 

28 

16 

34 

11 

2 

47,326 

26,355 

2,915 

Clare, 




2,597 

16,215 

1,397 

* 

515 

407 

7 

21,142 

25,681 

5,654 

Cork, 




24,597 

101,933 

22,013 

14 

232 

10 

11 

148,810 

68,709 

38,784 

Donegal, . 




671 

93,989 

2,080 

11 

640 

276 

183 

97,849 

48,666 

14,797 

Down, 




22,365 

100,094 

635 

14 

109 

864 

93 

130,174 

51,668 

16,813 

Dublin, 




5,599 

14,212 

2,168 

3 

33 

15 

63 

22,093 

9,831 

2,045 

Fermanagh, 




579 

23,252 

50 

22 

174 

38 

11 

24,126 

16,353 

8,097 

Qalway, . 




8,54-1 

54,352 

5,524 

13 

1,140 

12 

189 

64,774 

50,533 

12,307 

Kerry, . 




1,032 

27,633 

4,129 

29 

443 

2 

1 

33,169 

31,178 

5,723 

Kildare, . 




4,125 

24,206 

13,630 

15 

143 

1 

2 

42,122 

9,346 

11,513 

Kilkenny, . 




11,843 

35,878 

17,443 

66 


1 

1 

65,232 

18,258 

9,943 

Kino’s, 




1,437 

23,082 

15,437 

48 

258 

1 


40,263 

15,753 

9,862 

Leitrim, . 




306 

13,750 

17 

3 

170 

2 


14,248 

19,323 

943 

Limerick, . 




7,017 

32,308 

2,969 

12 

15 

2 

3 

32,326 

24,175 

6,605 

Londonderry, 




1,817 

74,668 

2,023 

18 

547 

429 

85 

79,587 

34,437 

12,491 

Longford, . 




307 

18,670 

29 

15 

181 

7 

1 

19,210 

13,102 

2,621 

Louth anil DnoGHBDA, 
County of Town. 

3,382 

26,544 

20,213 

6 

8 

388 

54 

50,645 

11,356 

9,906 

Mayo, 




1,040 

62,830 

1,303 

31 

1,866 

2 

33 

67,111 

56,728 

8,427 

Meath, . 




3,119 

32,099 

1,844 

8 

90 

12 

6 

37,178 

12,711 

7,043 

Monaghan, 




1,049 

55,964 

2,130 

30 

69 

58 

11 

59,311 

21,328 

7,877 

Queen’s, . 




4,419 

23,614 

21,326 

25 

20 

8 

23 

49,435 

16,656 

11,745 

Roscommon, 




452 

28,329 

270 

6 

241 

2 

2 

29,302 

28,901 

4,643 

8L..O, . 




324 

25,907 

867 


12G 


' 

27,224 

22,485 

3,362 

TirrKHART, 




14,658 

54,348 

17)806 

36 

134 

8 

3 

86,493 

34,430 

19,892 

Tyrone, . 




2,088 

108,005 

56 

4 

216 

96 

5 

110,470 

43,248 

14£15 

Waterford, 




8,553 

30,043 

1,345 


29 

4 


39,974 

14,453 

6,933 

Westmeath, 




147 

22,837 

427 

3 

54 

3 

2 

23,473 

11,771 

6,319 

Wexford, . 




7,933 

45,766 

45,161 

8 

34 

5,463 

42 

104,397 

22,451 

17,818 

Wicklow, . 




3,397 

25,209 

1,192 

1 

1 

3 

2 

29,805 

11,374 

5/237 

j PROVINCES. 












Leinster, 




49,117 

312,326 

144,255 

202 

022 

5,853 

200 

512,775 

162,465 

98,024 

Munster, . 




£8,454 

252,380 

49,159 

95 

1,368 

433 

25 

361,914 

198,626 

77,591 

Ulster, . 




40,551 

643,438 

8,698 

124 

1,856 

4,600 

561 

699,827 

316,232 

90,015 

Connaught, 




5,672 

185,168 

7,981 

53 

3,543 

18 

224 

202,659 

177,970 

29,602 

Total, 




153,794 

1,393,312 

210,093 

474 

7,588 

10,904 

1,010 

1,777.175 

855,293 

295,212 
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EXTENT OF LAND UNDER CROPS. 


EXTENT OF LAND UNDER CROPS IN THE YEAR 1881, 


IS STATUTE ACRES. 




AM* 

Ami. 

A.«A 


i«. 


17,662 

26 

160,983 

87,347 

248,330 

Antrim. 

16,012 

63 

121,181 

45,172 

166,353 

Armagh. 


2 

45,680 

31,275 

76,955 

Carlow. 

3,807 

61 

87,547 

60,683 

148,230 

Catan. 

61 

6 

56,400 

85,236 

141,636 

Clare. 

501 

340 

267,138 

164,307 

431,445 

Core. 

11,844 

34 

177,499 

53,989 

231,488 

Donegal. 

28,089 

76 

231,498 

70,035 

301,533 

Down. 


44 

37,815 

50,909 

88,724 

Dublin. 

3,323 

* 

48,687 

67,752 

106,439 

Fermanagh. 

45 

2,482 

134,725 

85,345 

220,070 

Galwat. 

39 

163 

75,510 

90,060 

165,570 

Kerry. 


43 

65,571 

55,339 

120,960 

Kildare. 



97,227 

62,077 

159,304 

Kilkenny. 

2 

362 

69,444 

50,308 

119,752 

Kino’s. 

177 

36 

36,219 

46,338 

82,557 

Leitrim. 

11 

36 

66,164 

114,304 

180,468 

Limerick. 

18,940 

40 

148,844 

38,047 

186,891 

Londonderry. 

236 

25 

36,967 

37,099. 

74,866 

Longford. 

1,306 


74,809 

22,582 

97,891 

Louth & Drogheda, 
C#. oX Town. 

482 

244 

136,604 

42^39 

179,843 

Mato. 

137 

149 

60,441 

85,893 

146,334 

Meath. 

15,688 

40 

106,069 

32,154 

138,223 

Monaghan. 


273 ' 

81,333 

58,498 

139,831 

Queen's. 

82 1 

714 i 

65,197 

68,367 

135,564 

Roscommon. 

98 

43 

54,905 

34,959 

89,864 

3 “"- 

3 

132 

147,430 

118,371 

265,801 

Tipperary. 

23,508 

27 

195,401 

5G,592 

251,993 

Ttboss. 

5 

6 

65,217 

20,979 

86,196 

Waterford. 

5 

289 

43,285 

54,560 

97,845 

Westmeath. 

2 

21 

150,291 

59,895 

209,986 

Wexford. 


22 

48,265 

59,168 

107,433 

Wicklow. 






PROVINCES, 

1,688 

.1,230 

811,128 

628,253 

1,439,381 

Leinster. 

700 

683 

677,859 

593,257 

1,271,110 

Munster. 

113,873 

371 

1,277,709 

501,771 

1,779,480 

Ulster. 

884 

3,519 

427,650 

277,748 

705,398 

Connaught. 

147,145 

5,803 

3,194,346 

2,001,029 

5,195,375 

Total. 
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TABLE II.— SHOWING, BY COUNTIES AND PROVINCES, THE 





PRODUCE 


Tf! 


Cohn, Beans, and Pease. 




«*-• 

Oau. 



Bjc. 

— 

— 




TSSi' 

ustb? 

WK* 


Cwta, at 



Antrim, 



72,385 

1,811,420 

25,840 

22 

661 

54,488 

1,570 

Armagh, . 



102,607 

722,861 

3,646 

107 

433 

8,062 

880 

Carlow, . 



51,931 

314,015 

94,923 

49 


18 

40 

Cavan, . 



4,124 

593,285 

370 

166 

496 

168 

22 

Clare. 



35,361 

245,079 

19,236 

65 

4,236 

7,635 

119 

Cork, 



854,639 

1,521,538 

329,483 

226 

2,929 

143 

136 

Doneoal, . 



9,767 

1,117,131 

23,036 

113 

6,267 

5,528 

1,750 

Down, 



330,991 

1,409,237 

8,252 

192 

1,101 

18,948 

1,347 

Dublin, 



120,942 

279,765 

41,148 

75 

307 

304 

1,031 

Fermanagh, 



8,677 

290,358 

655 

268 

2,038 

604 

172 

Galway, . 



41,750 

666,235 

69,249 

132 

10,527 

143 

2,118 

Kerry, 



16,654 

351,112 

70,273 

463 

5,991 

19 

12 

Kildare, . 



72,040 

400,015 

268,465 

265 

1,894 

17 

24 

Kilkenny, . 



172^88 

567,518 

268,074 

1,163 


7 

12 

King’s, 



24,696 

363,162 

245,637 

621 

2,836 

16 


Leitrim, . 



4,321 

192,275 

174 

68 

2,013 

36 


Limerick, . 



93,788 

343,987 

<8,251 

195 

209 

21 

30 

Londonderry 



28,112 

1,133,691 

46,291 

302 

4,714 

9,139 

1,160 

Lonoford, 



5,749 

305,527 

480 

170 

2,901 

114 

8 

Lootb and Drogheda, 
County of Town, 

60,778 

891,063 

286,200 

130 

88 

7,560 

795 

Mayo, 



14,404 

828,128 

17,747 

407 

17,357 

21 

860 

Meath, 



59,053 

526,702 

31,733 

140 

1,332 

156 

101 

Monaohan, 



15,216 

682,112 

23,109 

327 

863 

741 

112 

Quern’s, . 



79,956 

392,702 

363,382 

428 

350 

161 

313 

Roscommon, 



6,504 

899,589 

3,569 

100 

3,081 

33 

21 

. 



6,699 

386,589 

11,895 


1,929 



TlPrERART, 



199,960 

888,764 

303,778 

432 

1,525 

87 

46 

Tyrone, . 



32,276 

1,340,196 

921 

65 

2,315 

1,645 

63 

Waterford, 



115,696 

477,804 

20,697 


380 

44 


Westmeath, 



1,967 

364,676 

6,192 

38 

679 

26 

12 

Wexford, 



98,836 

599,355 

683,080 

146 

479 

67,962 

490 

Wicklow, . 



55,264 

407,663 

20,316 

15 

14 

63 

27 

PROVINCES. 








Leinster, . 



804,200 

4,902,103 

2,300,536 

3,240 

10.88G 

76,393 

2,853 

Munster, . 



816,098 

3,827,864 

791,718 

1,381 

15,270 

7,949 

843 

Ulster, 



604,155 

8,500,291 

132,028 

1,562 

18,883 

99,313 

7.066 

Connaught, 



72,678 

2,472,816 

102,634 

697 

34,907 

233 

2,499 

Total, 



2,297,131 

19,703,074 

3,326,916 

6,880 

79,946 

189,888 

12,761 
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PRODUCE OF THE CROPS IN THE YEAR 1881. 


OF THE CROPS. 


Otbeb Chops. 

COUNTIES. 

— 

T^p, 


rS- 

“*■***• 


. 



Ton,. 

Ton.. 

Toni. 

Ton.. 

Too- 

Ton., 


Tom. 

Ton.. 


201,923 

125,754 

6,248 

862 

2,342 

10,414 

537,679 

155 

195,369 

Antrim, 

126,828 

84,481 

6,778 

358 

1,146 

10,175 

473,446 

521 

90,571 

Aiuuoir. 

38,806 

77,951 

13,148 

1,520 

4,955 

183 


5 

57,587 

Carlow. 

91,825 

37,000 

6,452 

287 

7,502 

518 

304,504 

437 

122,259 

Cayan. 

97,751 

69,563 

26,147 

1,656 

12,543 

192 

1,499 

31 

186,567 


265,042 

400,372 

109,945 

6,413 

25,002 

26,083 

19,250 

3,182 

294,262 


190,538 

208,492 

11,227 

338 

16,287 

6,438 

301,129 

223 

101,359 

Donegal. 

220,447 

176,541 

11,028 

1,117 

3,437 

10,323 

899,399 

547 

133,125 

Down. 

55,180 

29,949 

10,936 

1,652 

22,635 

826 


327 

88,019 

DUBLIN. 

58,010 

39,808 

9,760 

401 

2,281 

853 

101,879 

25 

117,166 

Fermanagh. 

180,214 

137,428 

25,992 

618 

9,139 

1,462 

819 

12,444 

170,002 

Galway. 

105,090 

58,703 

25,101 

1,563 

16,437 

845 

925 

1,008 

160,071 

Kerry. 

35,357 

168,607 

19,218 

1,268 

2,218 

473 


293 

101,267 

Kildare. 

78,671 

136,391 

23,175 

874 

9,555 

973 



130,959 

Kilkenny. 

65,227 

131,565 

19,727 

' 1,001 

3,874 

845 

37 

3,503 

99,071 


62,998 

11,617 

3,761 

202 

8,793 

319 

4,555 

211 

111,401 

Leitrim. 

114,080 

57,057 

19,398 

‘ 1,467 

15,457 

349 

336 

324 

250,520 

Limerick. 

176,518 

198,138 

10,892 

880 

6,299 

8,127 

626,658 

23B 

81,777 

Londonderry. 

44,367 

30,112 

5,997 

876 

6,101 

928 

7,801 

131 

77,281 

Longford. 

54,436 

137,377 

7,051 

982 

1,407 

8,803 

39,735 


42,682 

Louth and Droqbbda, 
County of Town. 

211,442 

103,943 

7,821 

328 

20,666 

• 1,021 

11,662 

1,185 

87,137 

Mayo. 

45,635 

99,410 

21,153 

2,207 

4,656 

892 

4,907 

90S 

153,059 

Meath. 

65,092 

78,669 

7,536 

250 

1,598 

2,430 

468,019 

636 

62,407 

MONAOBAN. 

84,850 

167,756 

31,103 

1,574 

5,017 

410 


1,090 

105,664 

Queen’s. 

102,296 

£0,855 

6,175 

112 

7,741 

114 

2,050 

2,868 

142,446 

Roscommon. 

91,169 

45,593 

4,891 

■ 296 

8,549 

741 

2,546 

260 

84,707 

Sum. 

173,089 

259,748 

32,684 

1,933 

24,044 

1,204 

61 

496 

233,455 

Tipperary. 

171,074 

199,059 

11,824 

405 

4,835 

3,267 

723,932 

186 

118,025 

Tyrone, 

54,518 

100,095 

84,868 

1,871 

6,237 

' 716 

100 

33 

40,556 

Waterford. 

44,086 

69,000 

15,246 

1,039 

6,033 

250 

109 

2,078 

107,382 

Westmeath. 

81,121 

239,140 

45,486 

2,594 

10,305 

740 

50 

108 

124,972 

Wexford. 

45,893 

80,772 

12,021 

779 

4,497 

169 


90 

111,909 

Wicklow. 










PROVINCES. 

673,629 

1,368,030 

224,261 

I5,86G 

80,253 

10,497 

52,639 

8,596 

1,203,652 

Leinster. 

809,570 

955,538 

247,148 

14,903 

99,720 

29,389 

22,171 

5,077 

1,165,431 

Munster. 

1,302,286 

1,147,942 

81,745 

4,898 

44,727 

47,047 

4,436,615 

2,973 

1,025,058 

Ulsteb. 

648,109 

349,436 

48,643 

1,555 

54,888 

3,657 

21,640 

16,963 

695,693 

Connaught. 

3,433,593 

3,820,946 

601,792 

37/222 

279,588 

90,590 

4,533,095 

33,611 

3,989,834 

Total. 


B 
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TABLE III. — SHOWING BY POOR LAW UNIONS THE 



EXTENT UNDER CROPS 

POOR LAW UNIONS. 



Corn, Beans, a 

D Peas 





— 




Rjo. 

..... 

r “ 



I.™,,* 



Aor... 

Aorta. 

a™. 

Acre.. 

Asm. 

AM 

AM 

Aorta. 

Aar... 

AC... 



1,115 

6,1.311 

5.391 

1 

6 

4 

4 

12,679 

4,787 












8,345 




1,733 

10,962 

6,203 






3,334 




3,338 

29,5-10 

31 






13,040 



Athlon 









6,599 

1,973 



3,105 

12,773 

14,571 

14 

59 


1 

30,583 

4,765 

7,970 









19 






21 

8,825 

295 


58 



6,865 






375 




12 


4,027 

1,785 


Ballinrobe, 



323 






2,334 



8 

9,141 

719 


1 

590 

2 

10.461 

4,489 

1,670 





9 






3,905 

1,178 




10,093 











54 

17,046 

83 


3 


3 


9,835 

2,102 


Uallysiiannon, 


3,311 

60 

2 

39 




4,894 

516 



172 

382 

697 



35 


1,186 

1,007 




2,034 

5,785 

1,281 

3 

32 


8 


3,909 

802 




7,819 

779 

1 





3,073 

1,833 



1,923 

21,035 



1 





2,358 


Bandon, .... 

6,786 

1,400 

3 

3 




3,024 

2,081 


R l .my 

999 




1 


1 

2,834 

2,901 




19 

4,959 

3 

2 

5 



4,988 

5,269 

102 



614 

3,337 








934 




3,345 

327 

20 

107 



3,799 

3,947 

214 


Borrisoka.nb, . 


5,476 

4,927 

2 

24 

7 

i 



3,487 



25 

0,918 

9 


13 



6,965 

8,175 




9 

3,479 

5,751 



24 


i 

8,516 

4,379 




4.089 

991 





10,832 

3,348 

1,519 



3,332 

14,031 


2 


i 

4 


7,295 

3,841 


Carrickmacrqss, 

442 

11,895 

1,745 

12 

2 



14.09G 

4,362 

1,841 


Carrick-on-Shannon, 

67 

8,541 

j 

1 

33 



3,043 

5.G44 

235 


Carrick-on-Suir, 


0,808 

on 



i 


8,304 

2,909 

1,329 


Cashel 


11,365 

1,322 

3 

10 


i 



3,547 


Castlebar, 









6,945 

1,067 


Castleblaynet, . 

8 

18,852 

30 


2 

7 

7 

18,907 

7,378 

2,310 


Castlf.comer, 

283 

3,238 

1,157 

58 




4,736 

2,575 

812 



10 




3 


9,456 


1,279 


Castlereagh, 

C 





1 

2 

10,503 

9,708 

1,001 


Castletown, 

S10 








198 


Cayan, .... 

118 

15,183 

24 

ii 

7 

7 

i 

15,351 

9,720 

972 


Celbridoe, 

1,174 






2 

5,661 

1,844 

1,027 


Claremorris, . 

8 






1 

10,972 

7,703 

1,336 


Clipdbn, 

1 







8,650 

4,849 

203 


Cloobeen, 

4,289 


24 





12,248 

4,904 

1,574 


Cloqjier, .... 

202 

12,940 


3 

8 

i 

13,214 

4,085 

1,516 


CLONA KILTY, 

1,159 







7,403 

4,420 

2,243 






20 

71 



6,924 


831 


Clonmel, .... 

2,349 





6,813 

2,363 

958 


Coleraine, 

120 


1,204 

43 



272 

17 



2,935 


Cookstown, 

878 

13,934 

3 

146 

20 

2 

15,026 

6,759 

1,909 


COOTEHILL, 

174 





6 

2 

16,553 

6,290 

1,500 



2,592 





1 

6 



5,035 


CounofiN, 

298 









301 


Croon, 


3,900 

4,485 






6,152 

2,869 

1,037 


Delvin, .... 

84 

16 

i 

22 

i 

2 

4,501 

1,700 

1,033 


Dinole, .... 
UONAQIISIORE, . 

109 

550 

2,720 

410 

J,821 

2 

108 

4 

18 

3,355 

4,383 

2,938 

1,606 

512 

1,212 









5,327 

5,508 




9,789 




00 



39,004 

13,873 

5,210 



1,215 

8,837 

8,985 


49 

6 

14,092 

3,025 

2791 


Dromore, West, 

Dublin, North, 

Dublin, Sooth, 

Dondale, 

Dunpanaghy, . 

85 

1,543 

817 

1,130 

7 

6,487 

3,021 

2,005 

14,452 

5,358 

745 

529 

59 

11,956 

155 

2 

14 

7 

170 

13 

2 

8 

50 

4 

16 

7,331 

5,156 

2,887 

27,629 

5,721 

4,422 

2,514 

1,387 

7,862 

4,018 

1,199 

859 

265 

4,904 

574 


Dungannon, 

DuNOAnVAN. 

Dunhanway, 
Dunskaughlin, . 
Edenderry, , 

757 

1,787 

1,520 

443 

283 

18,497 

5,835 

3,309 

3,328 

8,037 

9 

275 

61 

40 

1,681 

1 

• 

4 

53 

8 

26 

87 

32 

6 

1 

i 

19,350 

7,900 

4,922 

3,811 

10,092 

9,210 

3,488 

3,594 

1,162 

3,545 

2,257 

1,288 

1,031 

588 

2,137 


Ennis, 

Enniscorthy, . . 
Enniskillen, 

Eknistimon, . 

Feiuioy, . 

580 

2,643 

116 

182 

1,870 

3,201 

18,969 

8,497 

907 

16,018 

881 

10,028 

11 

41 

242 

1 

1 

5 

1 

32 

101 

167 

87 

262 

18 

6 

2 

2 

6 

4,290 

37,905 

8,754 

1,253 

18,130 

3,492 

8,831 

G.G76 

8,080 

5,563 

1,195 

6,159 

1,198 

594 

3,999 


{ Galway, . 

Glennamaddy, . 

Glenties, 

513 

2 

5,985 

8,340 

2,161 

2 

208 

19 

1 

97 

8,967 

8,362 

7,007 

5,352 

2,097 

718 


193 

2,066 







8,382 




a...., . : : 

10,381 

17 

3,887 

7 

IB 

2 

1,118 

ii 

1,863 

17,472 

1,924 

3^67 

2,265 


Gomtn ' ‘ * 

746 

3,259 

1,800 

1 

7 


18 

5,831 

4.271 

1,455 





3 
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TABLE III— SHOWING BY POOR LAW UNIONS THE EXTENT 
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202 11,191 

97 35,907 

167 18,801 


40.124 GRAHAMS. 

31,242 InTSUCWEN. 
23,915 Invis-ESTOWK. 
43,919 Kant cue. 

27,689 Kells. 

14,003 K ENSURE. 

21,808 Kilkeel. 

39,775 Kilkenny. 

10,992 IClLUDYSBRT. 
8,931 Kilula. 

40,221 KlLUttNET. 
10,506 KlLMACTHOMAS. 
38,495 KilUallocK. 
30,179 KiLttusa. 

24,371 Kinsale. 

35.897 Larne. 

22,958 t I.ETtEftKENNT. 
44,650 * Lisuvady. 

51,470 Limerick. 

61,034 Lisburn. 

19,817 Lismore. 

28,790 I.ISNASKEA. 

35,370 Listowel. 

58,056 Londonderry. 
30,572 Long ford. 

31,323 Louoiirej. 

47.074 Luroan. 

3i>,389 Macroom. 

02,344 Maoberapblt. 
36,516 Mallow. 

25, '551 Manoriiahilton. 
40,540 M I DIILETON. 
26,760 MilLford. 

16,718 Millstreet. 
19,602 Mitchelstowb. 

25,697 Mohhl. 

48,664 Monaoqan. 
20,379 'MouNtbellew. 
57,709 MOtfNTMELLICK. 
43,947 Mullingar. 


21,736 Skibbereen. 
9,069 Skull. 

34,767 Shoo. 

57,1118 StraBanb. 
22,447 StraNorlar. 

21,860 StroKestown. 
37,270 SwiNEFOllD. 
32,925 Tnoslisi'OWN. 
39,204 Tiiurles. 
43,000 Tipperary. 

21,123 Tobercurrt. 
44,856 Trai.1;e. 
31,777 Trim'. 

36,882 Tuam. 

15,350 Toixi. 

42,054 T IIU.1MORE. 
22,502 U RLINGEORD. 
29,987 WaiEreord. 
16,290 Westport. 
48,005 Wexford'. 
21,010 YouonAL. 
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TABLE IV.— SHOWING, BY POOR LAW UNIONS, THE 


1 

J 

POOH LAW UNIONS. 

Adbeyleix, 
Antrim, . 
Arose, . 
Armagh, . 

Alii LONE, . 


Dai lieborougu, 

Balli.nasloe, . 
Ballinroue, . 


Balltcastlr, . 
Dalltmaiion, . 
Ballymena, 
Ballymoney, . 
Balltsiiannon, 


Ballyvaooan, . 
Balkotheri, . 
Baltinolass, . 
Banbuiixjk, 

Ban don, . 


Bawkbot, . 
Belfast, . 
Belmullet, 
Boruisokane, . 


Boyle, 

Cahersiybbiy, . 
Callan, . . 

Oaulow, . 
Garrick macross, 


Carrick-on-Shannon, 
Carrick-on-Suir, . 

Castleblayney, 


Oastleoosbr, . 
Castlederg, . 
Castlerbaoh, . 
Castletown, 


Cglbridgr, 
Clarbkoruis, . 
Clifdbn, . 
Clooheen, 
Clogher, . 


Clonaktlty, . 
Clones, . . 

Clonmel, 
Coleraine, 
Cookstown, 


Cootehill, 

Cork, 

CORROBIN, 


Donaghmore, ! 
Donegal, . , 

Downpatrick, . 
Drogheda. 


Dromore, West, 
Dublin, North, 
Dublin, South, 
Dundalk, 
Dunpanaohy, . 


Dungannon, 
Dhngarvan, . 
Dunmanwat, . 
Dunshaugulin, 
Edenderry, . 


Enniscortht, 
Enniskillen, . 

Fermoy, ’ 


Galway, . . 

GLKNNAMADDr, . 
Glen-ties, . 

Glin, 

Gorky, 


Gort, 

Gortik, 



as*. Beaks, and Pease. 


15,432 

81,393 

49,084 


1,700 

1,828 

40,032 

10,619 

21,789 

25,362 

11,123 


57,974 

51,803 

5,808 

1,094 

25,710 

48,040 

1,602 


14,987 

3,037 

82,632 

2,916 


1,186 ' 
84,417 
17,715 
17,965 
78 

10,114 

21,363 

18,765 

8,125 

4,956 

9,751 

82,051 

1,923 


101,318 

247,741 

160,238 

367,050 

111,137 

208,440 

106,953 

105,716 

91,971 

110,020 

124,853 


4,980 

117,656 

116.194 

258.195 
94,860 

18,120 

69,505 

63,291! 

39,930 

83,477 


32.385 
90,050 

231,767 

121,932 

51,719 

125,216 

192,160 

99,217 

196,905 

55,685 

108,084 

152,544 

15.385 
191,902 

89,692 

133,541 

28,695 

125,231 

100,773 

60,476 

94,290 

72,707 

283.720 

175,898 

188,973 

225,383 

10,449 

£4,275 

68,892 

34,830 

35,644 

61,585 


37,877 

183,890 

39,174 


39, 156 
60,012 
132,277 

54,024 

232,006 

97,037 

10,804 

248,599 


7,287 

25,500 

12,003 


15,883 

84,115 

18,517 


1,141 

24,001 

1,170 


3,669 

29,967 

•8 

3,042 

195 

54,329 

22,287 


4,191 

5,456 

4,955 
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PRODUCE OF THE CROPS IN THE YEAR 1881. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



16 


AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS, IRELAND, 1881. 


TABLE IV.— SHOWING, BY BOOB LAW ONIONS, THE 


GRANARD, 

ImsnowKN, 

IRVINE9TOWN, 

ICanturk, , 
Kells, 


Kbnmarb, 


Killarnky, 

KlLMACTHOMAS, 
KlLMALLOCK, 
KlLRUSII, . 
KlNSALE, . 


Larne, 

Lettbrkenny, 

Limavady, 

Limerick, 


POOR LAW DHIOKS. 


LlSMORE, . 

Lisnaskba, 

Listowel, 

Londonderry, 

Longford, 


Lough re a, 
Lurgan, . 
Macroom, 
Maoueiupelt, 
Mallow, . 


Manorhamiltoh, 

Middleton, 

MlLLPORD, 

Millstrrkt, 

MlTCnt'.LSTQWN, 


MOH1LL, . 
Monaghan, 

MOUNTRELLIIW, 

Mountmrlligic, 

MULLINGAR, 


Naas, 

Nenaoh, . 
Newcastle, 
Newport, 


New Ross, 
Newry, 
iNbwtowma&ds, 
Oldcastle, 


OUGUTERARD, 

Parsonstown, 

PORTUMNA, 

Rathdown, 
Rath drum, 


Ratiikralb, 

Roscommon, 

Roscrea, 

Scarripp, 

Shillrlaob, 


Sbibuerrbn, 

Strabane, 

8TRAN0IU.AR, 


Strokestown, 

SWINEPORD, 

Thomastown, 

Tnunuss, 

Tipperary, 


Tobbrcurrt, 
Tralee, . 
Trim, 


Tullakore, 

Urlinoford, 

Watbrpord, 


6,7 40 
13,749 
12,737 


3,910 

3.134 

3,337 


4,421 

70,035 

32,101 

15,865 

43,933 


030 


17,010 
11,005 
11, 081 
14,003 


20,234 

io,9o:i 

100,000 


82 


3,540 

11,735 

8,704 

18,714 

40,922 


f.710 


5,510 


22,952 

11,154 

4,202 

6,291 

1,001 


2,212 


3,994 

12,330 

7,508 

8,996 


11,510 

10,735 

46,762 


102,553 

73,342 

94,698 


110,1170 

14,721 

39,780 


92,015 

49,597 

58,796 

27,726 

75,600 


105,003 
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AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR 1881. 


OBSERVATIONS 


OF THE 

SUB-INSPECTORS OF THE ROYAL IRISH CONSTABULARY AND OF THE 
INSPECTORS OF THE METROPOLITAN POLICE, 


WHO ACTED AS SUPERINTENDENTS OF THE AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS, 

In Reply to a Circular dated October 31st, 1881, on the Probable Cause to which the Good 
or Bad Yield of the Various Crops in each of their Districts may be attributed. 


Province or 
Leixstek. 


PROVINCE 01 

Carlow County. Bagenalstown L. — The yield 
of the cereal crops grown in this district this year, has 
been very good, l>oth in quantity and quality, -which, 
in my opinion, is to he attributed to a favourable 
season and the sowing of imported seeds. The turnip 
crop is not good, owing to tlio frosts in the mouth of 
June cutting it away, and causing it to bo sown a 
second time in many places. The hay crop is not so 
good as usual, owing to the want of rain in the month 
of May. The Champions and Magnum Bonums arc the 
only kinds of the potato that have withstood the 
disease. The two-thirds of overy other kind are black, 
owing to the wet unfavourable weather in month of 
August. Carlow D. — The cultivation and manuring 
of Sic laud in which crops wore sown in this district 
this year was in par with such preparations on last 
and former years. From the particular inquiries I 
have made from farmers, I gather that the yield in 
respect of c-acli kind of crop grown this year must bo 
attributed to the influence of the season during the 
growth, maturity, and ripening of each particular orop. 
As to cereals, wheat, for instance, yielded vastly in 
excess of last year ; in oats and barley the yield was 
inferior, but the grain was good. Of roots, j iota toes 
this year were fully equal in produce as compared with 
last year, and better in quality. Turnips anil mangolds 
wove much below the average of last year, such 
deterioration having been attributed to their not 
having received sufliciont moisture in the earlier stages 
of their growth, and too much of it in the maturing 
stages. The deterioration in hay this year has been 
ascribed to die hist mentioned causes. 

Dublin County. Balbriggan D. — The good yield, 
of every crop this year in this district, is owing to the 
favourable spring and summer weather. Blachrock J). 
— From inquiry made from the principal farmers in 
die several electoral divisions in this district, I find 
the crops in general were good and beyond the average 
of former years. All the farmers agree in attri- 
buting the great increase in potatoes, more espe- 
cially the Champions, to the new seed. All the lands 
under crops in this district were well attended to, and 
the ground was kept clean and free from weeds of all 
kinds. Clontarf I). — In general the various crops are 
good, which is attributable to good tillage, manure, 
and a favourable harvest. Lund rum D. — The general 
yield has been good, owing to the favourable weather 

of the past season, Lucan L The reason of the 

different crops being so good this year is, in my opinion, 
attributable in a great degree to the favourable state 
of the weather during the sowing and harvesting. 
The potato crop has been very good in quantity and 
quality, die Champion seed proving very superior. 
The blight has not, up to this, made its appearance to 
any considerable extent, llathmines L. — The pro- 
duce is much better this year, than last, except the 
hay crop, which is not at all ' so "good, in consequence 


' LEINSTER, 

of the very dry and cold month of May. Another 
reason given for the light crop of hay this year is, 
that the people allowed tlieir cattle to feed too long on 
the meadows before drawing them off. The potatoes 
are better in quantity aud size, owing to better care in 
the setting of the seed in the ground. The people say 
they set the seed thinner this year than last, hence a 
better yield is the result for the present year. Sum- 
merhill L. — There was no wheat sown in this district 
for the year 1881, but the oats, barley, beans, peas, 
cabbage, turnips, and mangold, are good crops, and 
above the average of last year. The hay was also a 
good fair crop, and well saved. The potato crop, in- 
cluding the several sorts enumerated, may be called 
an abundant crop, and much beyond the average yield 
of last year, The farmers in the district say, as a 
general rule, that all them crops are better than last 
year, which they attribute to the goodness of the season. 

Kildare County. A thy D. — The rates of produce, 
generally speaking, are good, probably owing to a 
favourable harvest and good weather. Kildare D . — 
Referring to the excellent crop of potatoes, I think it 
is mainly due to the fact that Champions were 
principally sown. Oats was also above the average, 
the early rains making the growth spring up, and at 
the turning point the hot sun completed the ripening. 
Turnips not as good as usual. In many cases the first 
sowing missed, owing to dry weather, aud it was 
rather late when the second sowing was completed. 
The same remarks apply to mangolds. Wheat and flax 
not cultivated in this district. Bailey above the 
average. The hay crop very heavy, but a large quantity 
damaged through heavy rains while being made up. 
Naas D . — Potato crop is generally considered not so 
good as lost year, owing to old seed. Com is good, 
owing to fresh seed. Turnips poor, owing to “ the 
fly.” Hay not good, owing to dry weather in May, 
and too much rain after that month, llobertstoim L. 
— The yield of the several crops this year is good, 
which is to be attributed to the favourable season. 
The potato in particular is an excellent crop, and 
free from disease, especially the “ Champions.” 

Kilkenny County. CaUanL. — The good yield of 
the various crops in this locality must be attributed 
to the fine weather. Castlecomer L. — There has been 
an abundant yield of all crops in this district, attri- 
butable, in my opinion, to the very favourable seasons. 
Killcenny L. — The average produce of crops was good, 
owing to the favourable season. Piltovm L. — I con- 
sider the crops in this district have been fair for pre- 
Bout year, with the exception of the turnip crop, which 
is below the average of the past years, owing to dry 
weather when the crop was sown. This caused some 
of the seed to miss, and it had to be sown over again, 
thus causing the crop to be late. Thomastovm L. — 
The rates of produce are generally good, and may be 
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attributed to the favourable season, and especially in 
the potato to good seed of an improved description. 
The hay is not so good, owing to the dry weather at 
the commencement of the summer, and the same may 
be said of turnips. 

King's County. Ferbatie D. — As a general rule, 
all crops are better this year on account of the good 
season ; in fact, everything seemed to be as the people 
wished. The Champion potato was a great success. 
They turned out better than any kind in the memory 
of the oldest man in this district Parsonatown D . — 
The produce of the crops in this district this year has 
been generally good, which may be attributed to the 
fine season. Shinrone D. — I am unable to give any 
definite reason for the seemingly good yield of tho 
sever.il crops, if not caused by the favourable weather 
and the land having given but a bad yield last year. 
Tullamore D. — The abundant yield of the various 
crops this year, is to be attributed to the unusually 
favourable weather during the spring, summer, and 
autumn. It has been the best harvest known for 
many years. The potato crop all through the country 
is splendid, an immense yield, and the tubers lnr^e 
and sound. 

Longford County. BaUymahon D. — The cause of 
the good yield of produce this season, is that tho year 
was favourable to all crops, particularly the ]>otato 
crop, which is very good ; the cause may bo attributed 
to the importation of the new seed called Champions. 
Granard D. — I consider that the huge increase in the 
potato crop is principally caused by the fact of the 
Champion potato, which was most extensively sown, 
being an excellent seed potato, and yielding a larger 
crop than other kinds. Longford D. — I attribute the 
move than average yield to the line seasonable weather, 
and to the fact that new seed was so largely used. 

Loutii County. Ardce D. — The crops in this dis- 
trict gave rather better than an average yield, which 
I attribute to a favourable season, and new seed 
potatoes. Drogheda D. — All crops in this district are 
much above the average, especially potatoes. I attri- 
bute this to the suitable weather for the growth and 
saving of the different crops, as also the distribution 
through the country of imported seed during year 
1880. Dundalk D. — The good yield of all crops in 
this district this season, may be attributed to good 
seed and fine weather. 

Meath County. Athboy D. — The crops of tills 
district are, I believe, this year, much above the 
average. This, especially, applies to the crops of 
potatoes and oats, and, I believe, is attributable to 
the weather being favourable, and in the case of 
potatoes to the importation of new seed into the 
country. Owing to the latter part of the summer 
being wet, the oat and hay crops sustained considerable 
damage, and extra labour was required to save them. 
The lateness of the harvest added to the difficulty of 
saving it, owing to the shortness of the days and dews 
and frosts at night. The farmers in this county appear 
to me to endeavour to save their crops by their own 
labour and the labour of tho members of their families, 
and to avoid, as far as possible, employing labourers. 
This is to save the cost of the labourers’ wages, but it 
appears to me that in many eases they lose more than 
they gain in this way, by the damage sustained to 
their hay and com, from being exposed to the weather 
in tho fields for months after being cut. Dun- 
shaughlin D . — I beg to state the crops seem a good 
average yield. Kells D. — Wheat is not so prolific as 
in former years, owing, it is believed, to the very moist 
weather in summer last. Oats is a somewhat better 
crop than last year’s, the favourable weather in August 
and September last having ripened it satisfactorily. 
The introduction of new seeds — particularly “ Cham- 
pion ” — supplies the reason why the potato crop is 
better than in former years ; the dry weather accounts 
for the good produce of other sorts formerly grown, 


except " White Rocks " and Scotch Downs, those 
being considered declining in this country. Turnips 
are not considered of an average, the fly of June last 
having made ravages on the young plants. Mangel 
wurzel is not either of an average, as it is believed a 
grub injured the plant when young. Tlic quantity of 
hay is good but the quality of it is not, as tho un- 
favourable summer weather has tendod to interfere 
exceedingly with its saving. Navan D. — The crops 
in general are good this year, especially the potato, 
which may be attributed to the favourable weather. 
Sian* D. — All crops in this district were unusually 
good during this year, owing to benign weather and 
an improved quality of seed. Trim D. — The grain 
and potato crops are much better this season than last, 
owing to a more favourable season ; also as regards 
j>otatoes in consequence of the “ Champion ” seed 
being generally used. This potato does better in a 
damp season. Turnips, mangold, carrots, are worse 
than last year, owing to the wet. Hay was a fairly 
abundant crop, but owing to the great rains a consi- 
derable quantity was lost in saving, so that there is 
less good hay in the country than last year. 

Queen’s County. Abbeyleix D. — The potato crop 
this year was very abundant owing principally to 
the general planting of the “ Champion ” seed. The 
increase in all other crops is attributed to the early 
spring and favourable harvest of thin year, compared 
with last. BdUylinan D. — From goneral inquiry 
and observation, tho produce of the different crops 
in the various electoral divisions in this district is 
considered good this season on all farms that have 
received good or reasonable attention. This is prin- 
cipally attributable to the favourable seasons during 
the spring, summer, and harvest of the present year, 
and, particularly in the potato crop, to the general 
introduction of new seed. Maryborough D. — I am of 
opinion that there is a very good crop all round in 
the country, and that it is to be attributed to a 
favourable season, and, in the cose of potatoes, to im- 
proved seed. Muuntralh D. — There was a good yield 
of all kinds of crops, which T attribute to the gene- 
rally fertile season Providence vouchsafed us. 

Westmeath County. Ballynacargy D . — The weather 
being very favourable, on the whole, during the past 
season was the cause to which the comparative good 
yield of the various crops may be attributed. With 
regard to the extraordinary good yield of the Champion 
potatoes, it was doubtless owing to the peculiar quality 
of the seed, besides being new and good The yield 
of turnips being rather inferior was probably in 
consequence of the month of June being wet. 
Castlepollard D. — The general good yield of all crops 
is to be attributed to the good season we have had — 
the weather both in spring and harvest being excep- 
tionally favourable to farmers. Delvin D. — The sea- 
son has been on the whole favourable for the growth 
of various crops, exoept mangel-wurzel, which is some- 
what lower than the general average ; but the other 
crops, especially the potatoes, have given a very good 
yield. This is (I think) owing to the use of good seed 
Kilbeggan D — Oats and barley are considered fair 
average crops, which may be attributed to the fineness 
of the season. Hay is also a good crop, owing to the 
same cause. There is very little wheat grown in this 
district. Potatoes are most abundant, owing to the 
improved class of seed “ Champions ” which are now 
in general use. Turnips and mangold are not good, 
having been cut away by frost and sharp winds in the 
growing season. Tho failure may also be attributed 
to bad seed. Mullingar D. — On the whole this has 
been a very favourable season for the crops in this 
district The yield of potatoes has been exceedingly 
good, which may be attributed partly to favourable 
weather and also to judicious selections of seed The 
hay crop is very abundant, but, owing to heavy rain 
just at the time of saving, really good hay is somewhat 
scarce and dear. The oat crop is abundant, and roots 
02 
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Ldjnstbr. 


are well up to the average. 1 Jonle D . — The probable 
cause for the good yield of tlio various crops may be 
attributed to the favourable season and the good seed. 

Wexfoud Coukty. Enniscorlhy D . — Wheat a 
light crop and bad grain, from want of sufficient sun- 
shine and heat at the proper time. Harley also a bad 
grain from same cause, and not more of i t than the half 
suitable for malting purposes. Oats — the only other 
grain crop sown in the district — is a good crop, from 
the season having been move favourable for it than the 
other grain crops. Potatoes a good and abundant 
crop, some of them arc diseased — nearly one half in 
some places — but the “ Champions ” have scarcely 
been affected by the blight. The given crops — turnips, 
mangel wurzel, carrots, cabbage, &o., are all good, 
from the favourable autumn. Goran D . — -The wheat 
crop tliis season is very fair — hotter Limn it lias Ivon. 
There has been less sown than heretofore, and what 
was sown was put in good soil. 'The oats is bettor 
than it 1ms been for years. The wet summer appears 
to have favoured it. The grain is fuller, and the crop 
appears to have escaped the blight or blast which for- 
merly atlecked it. Barley fared similarly. The Lean 
crop was very bad. It is always planted on wot 
“ marly ” ground, and the summer ranis have seriously 
injured it. Potatoes are a good average crop, I nit not 
at all up to Inst year’s. The yield is very good, but a 
very large proportion is black. The “ Champions " 
and Magnum Bonum escaped liost, but more than half 
of the Scotch Downs are black or rotted away in tho 
ground. From careful observation I have formed tho 
opinion that the only means of guarding against or 
diminishing the ravages of the blight, is by constant 
change of seed, and I have little doubt that in a few 
years the Champions will sulfur as much as the Scotch 
Downs. The yield of green crops is below the average. 


I attribute tins to the want of fine weather in the end 
of summer. Hay was n good crop in general, but 
varied very much in places. New Nous D . — The good 
yield in all the crops may ho attributed to tho 
favourable weather during the spring and harvest. 
Tayhmon D . — Most crops in iuy district were good." 
Hay was liglitas early months ofyearwere dry. Fair 
farmers deem harvest, os a rule, good. Wexford D. 
— The crops have been, on the whole, fairly satis" 
factory. Potatoes are abundant and cheap. I have 
no particular observation to oiler. 

Wicklow County, limy D . — Tho yield of the 
various crops iu this district was, on the whole, good, 
which is to ho attributed to the season having been 

favourable to the growth of crops. Dtirdavln D. I 

lag to state (lie Champions aro the only good potato 
crop in this district, tho summer setting in wet 
mu! they being a late potato. The oaten crop got 
lodged in many places owing to the wetness of the 
summer, anil is much thrown bade in quality in con- 
sequence. The hay has been an inferior crop, the 
summer being very wet, it was in many places des- 
troyed lie.foro being saved. All other crops aro fair. 
Tinahdy D . — The increase in tho yield of the crops 
was caused by the favourable season and the good 
qual i ty of tho seed used. Wicklow D . — With reference 
to tho yield of crops in the several electoral divisions 
in this district, wheat, oats, and barley are considered 
a good crop, owing to tho favourable season. Turnips 
anil mangel wurzel aro a bad yield, a kind of lump 
has grown on the roots of tho turnip, and they have 
been out away by the fly. Hay is light owing to 
the drought which prevailed in the early summer. 
Potatoes imvo boon considered very good, especially 
tho gooil imported seed called “ Champion.” Farmers 
are well pleased with tho yield of all crops this season. 


Province on 
Munster. 


PROVINCE OF MUNSTER 


Claiie County. JluUyvaf/han E. — There is an 
increase in tho produce of the potato crop, which is 
pi-obubly owing to use of the Champion, and other 
foreign seeds. In the com crop there is also an in- 
crease in tho produce, which is probably owing to tho 
introduction of fresh foroign seeds, ns well ns to him 
early part of the season being moist, and thereby 
causing good vegetation. The other grain crops, snob 
as barley and wheat, do not show any increase in this 
district. Munis D. — The yield of various crops tliis 
year lias been fairly good, anil may be attributed to 
the weather. Ennixtimon 1). — Owing to the frost in 
J vine last tlm potatoes in many places were injured, 
but the people hail now seed, and oil the whole, the 
yield lias been good and the quality fair. Wheat, 
hay, oats, and turnips good in yield and quality, as 
the season was favourable, and for the same reason 
the mangel wurzel is good also. KiUaloe D . — The 
large yield of potatoes is owing to the introduction of 
“ Champion " seed, and the season lining dry. Cal>- 
bage was almost a completo failure, for which I am 
unable to give a cause. The small yield of wheat is 
owing to the quality of the laud, which is light and 
unfit for the growth of that crop. Kilrush D . — There 
was a good yield of crops in this district, owing to the 
avourable season we have had. Sixmilebridyii D . — 
Cereals were almost without exception good crops, 
chiefly owing to the weather being so favourable for 
sowing and gathering in the harvest. Turnips and 
mangel wurzels were hail wops. The abundauco of 
rain produced such luxuriant tops as to lessen tho 
ripening effect of the sun. Potatoes were nu ex- 
tremely good crop, chiefly owing to the introduction 
of the new seed “ Champions,” which were extraordi- 
narily abundant and good. 

County Conic, E.Pv., Ballnwolluj D. — All tbe crop 
were above the average, except hay, which was very 
short, incousequenceof tho wont of rain during the early 


part of the season. Charleville D . — The yield gene- 
rally in this district lias been good, owing to a very 
fail- season — particularly the potato crop. As regards 
the latter, besides a favourable season, a good descrip- 
tion of seed was extensively used by the fanners. 
Cork, North I ). — nm inferiority of the crops generally 
in my district this year as compared with those of 
last, year is attributed by lilio farmers to the cold, 
harsh weather prevailing in the early part of the 
season, and tlio unusually wot harvest following. Most 
crops, however, compare favourably with those of 
preceding years, except tlio last Cork South, D . — 
Thu yield of cro) is lias lieen generally good thoroughout 
the district. The hay was light, owing to want of 
rain in May, and a good deal of the crop was not 
well saved, owing to heavy rain at saving time. Tho 
early potato crop yielded hotter this year than last, 
owing to absence of frost during month of May. The 
mangolds and turnips suffered from heavy rain and 
little sunshine. The generally good yield may be 
attributed to improved tillage, good manuring where 
required, and a favourable season. Fermoy D . — The 
crops in this locality — with on exception — have been 
abundant. The exception I allude to is the early 
hay crop which was much under the average yield 
on account of the drought during the spring and 
early summer. Kanturk D . — There has been no 
failure in any of the crops iu my district, but on the 
contrary, thoro has been a very fine and plentiful 
yield, which, added to tho favourable weather, has 
made tho lmiwost of 1881 u ronurkable one. EinscUe 
D . — In consequence of tho very dry season the hay 
crop is short, the other crops are about the average. 
A good deal of tho corn was injured in the saving. 
Midlmo /). — Owing to the generally favourable harvest 
weather, tlio yield has been good. Miilleton D . — 
The crops on tho whole in this district have been 
beyond the average this year, owing to the fine 
weather before and after harvest. Potatoes good. 
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Barley, which is the principal crop here, not so good, 
hut I cannot assign any reason. Mitchdslomi D . — 
I beg to say that in the case of the potato crop 
the great increase in produce is attributable in the 
first instance, to change of seed, and secondly to 
early digging in tMs part of the country. Queens- 
town D. — Wheat, oats, and barley have been 
in general a good crop, and the yield above the 
average. This may l»e attributed to a dry early season, 
and favourable harvesting weather. The harvest here 
is much earlier than in more northern localities. 
The potato crop was good, chiefly owing to the 
improved quality of seed. Turnips and mangolds 
were an inferior crop, the weather was dry at and 
after the time of sowing, from this cause aud also 
from the flies, the crop had in many arses to he sown 
a second time. Hay has in this district been a had 
crop, the weather was too dry and harsh to fix much 
spring in the gross. Yowjlud D . — The probable cause 
to winch the good yield of most crops this year is to 
bo attributed was the seasonablencss of the weather. 
The hay is below the average front the fact of the 
early meadows having suffered from drought, and the 
very late ones from rain. The root crop appears 
rather below the average size, owing to the fact of 
the growing season for these craps not having been 
what farmer's call a “ dropping one,” on which 
account the potato crop is good, as it grows best in 
dry seasons. 

Cork County, W.R,.,£andon D . — The small crop of 
hay was caused by the dry weather in May, which 
not only very much decreased the yield of the rye 
grass hay that is cut in June, but even affected the 
old meadowing which had a longer time to recover. 
I have made very careful inquiry into the great 
differences in the yield of potatoes in the various 
electoral divisions, and had further inquiries made 
in marry instances, and are still not satisfied, with 
the results, but I can do no more. The most 
intelligent farmers have been asked to give their best 
consideration to the matter, and have had it carefully 
pointed out that the average is wanted not the crops 
on the richest and best farmed land. Of course the 
average quality of the laud in the different electoral 
divisions varies greatly. It will be noticed that every- 
where the Champion potato gives the liost crop, and 
further I gather that newly imported seed gives a 
larger yield than where it has been two or three 
years in tire country. This is an important fact that 
cannot be too generally circulated. In some cases it 
will be seen that tho weight per acre of wheat is greater 
than of oats, if this was a normal state of things, of 
course only wheat would be grown as it is 30 per 
cent, higher in price weight for weight. This is 
explained by the fact that in some of the divisions of 
the district, only a very few acres of wheat are grown, 
and that only on the richest laud, while oats are put 
into the poorest, aud oats and barley into the medium. 
Bantry D . — It appears the wheat was injured by bad 
weather. The oats in many cases was injured by wet, 
also the potato crop. The turnips and mangolds are 
good. Castletown Bern D . — The produce in this poor 
locality is valuable. In some places the laud is very 
poor. ClomkiUy D . — The cause of the increase in 
all crops as shown by annexed returns is entirely 
owing to the goodness of the season. JDunmamoay 
I ). — Potatoes were good, chiefly owing to improved 
seed. Thu return of other crops was large, but owing 
to the wetness of the season, the quality was not very 
good, except in the case of turnips. Mucrooni D . — 
The good yield of the various crops in the several 
electoral divisions in this district is attributable to the 
favourable weather-, and tho potato crop, together with 
the favourable weather, also to change of seed, Hay 
is a short crop in consequence of the dry summer. 
Skibbereen D . — The rates of produce in this district 
are, on the whole, average. Where they are under 
it tho cause is unfavourable climatic conditions. A 
factor constant in every year is, generally speaking, 


a bad style of fanning. In many places deep tillage 
is impracticable, but even whore practicable it is rarely 
practised, and I ostimate a general deficiency of yield 
of 10 per cent, in every crop on this account alone. 
Careful weeding is hardly ever practised, for instance, 
in potato fields before digging. After the haulm is 
withered the ridges are completely sodded over with 
weeds and natural grasses, there must he a great loss 
from this cause. Bad or worn out seed both in oats 
aud potatoes is a frequent cause of deficiency in the 
staple produce. Dairy farming is largely practised, 
and the butter is brought to market in lumps almost 
as it comes from the churn — in the majority of cases 
it is “slashed " in water to take up as much water 
aud get rid of as little milk as possible. The con- 
sequence is that for the first few days the butter has 
an agreeable, slightly cheesy flavour, but soon becomes 
unpalatable. The daily farmers lose iu price more 
than they gain in weight as the highest market price 
in Skibbereen is that of third quality in Cork. Skull 
D. — Having made careful inquiry, I beg to report 
that the rates of produce in this district were in 
general fully equal to and in most cases above the 
usual average, except the wheat crop which was 
deficient in quantity and inferior hi quality, owing to 
the almost incessant midsummer rain. 

Kerry County. Cahercivecn D. — The yield of the 
different crops in this district is about the same this year 
as what it was in 1 8 80, except potatoes. I consider it is 
a better crop than hist year ; any failure in crops is to 
be attributed to a wet summer and want of heat. 
Castleislund D. — The yield of crops in the several 
electoral divisions is good, owing to the favourable 
season. In a few instances the yield is not so good, 
the soil, Ac., lie Lug very poor. Diiu/le D. — The 
crops in this district have, on tho whole, been very 
good this year. The Champion potatoes have been 
a great success where sown on wliat is called “ bawn,” 
i.e., pasture tilled, but where sown on plough-land 
they have been in a great measure affected with the 
disease. I have inquired and I find that the pro- 
bability is that the tilled land is too rich for the 
Champions. "With regard to oats, Ac., the crops 
would have been better had there been finer weather 
in the summer months. A good deal of oats and 
wheat was beaten down by the rain and wind. Ken- 
mare D. — Almost tho only crops grown in this district 
are potatoes, oats, and hay. There was a good yield of 
potatoes this year, which I attribute to a favourable 
season and the importation of the Champion seed. 
The crops was also very free from disease. The crops of 
oats aud liay were fully up to the average, which I 
also attribute to a favourable seasou. Listowel D . — I 
consider the difference iu the produce of tho various 
electoral divisions iu this district, may be attributed to 
the good or bad soil of the divisions, as well as the kind 
of seed used by the farmers, and the increased produce 
of the potato crop 1 attribute to tho introduction and 
extensive planting of the Champion seed potato. Tralee 
j D . — I attribute the good yield generally to the past 
favourable seasons. The large potato crop is, in my 
opinion, chiefly owing to good seed; wherever the 
Champion was sown a good yield was obtained. 

Luierick County. Adure D. — I attribute the good 
yield in all crops this year past to the fine and season- 
able weather during both seed-time and harvest. The 
extraordinary yield in potatoes and excellence of the 
quality is, 1 believe, entirely due to the change in seed, 
introduced by the operation of the “Seed Act” and 
the Duchess of Marlborough's Fund, Ac., within the 
past two seasons. Bruff D, — The superior yield of the 
potato crop this yoar is attributed to the superior seed 
the farmers had from the former year’s crop. I do 
not think the other crops are much better this year 
than what they have been for the last few years, 
but they have been better and more easily saved, owing 
to the fine weather. Kilfinane D. — The farmers in this 
district attribute the good yield in potatoes to the 


PuoviNor. or 
Munster. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



22 


AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR 1881. 


Piiotckb ok fact that it is mostly all Champions they sow. With 
Monster. regard toother crops, there is no appreciable difference 

betwcon the yield of this and last year. As this is 

mostly all pasture land, and farmers roly on butter 
making, thei - e is no attention paid to any crop oxccpb 
to tho potato crap. Limerick, IturaJ, D . — The cereal 
crops have been generally good. In some cases tho 
koavy rains in the early part of the season caused a 
rather abundant strain crop, and somewhat injured the 
firmness of the grain, and in some cases lodged the 
corn. The turnip crop is not up to the average, owing 
to too much vain after time of sowing, and the mangel 
crop is deficient owing to a lute frost. The hay crop 
was generally good, but much of it was badly saved. 
Newcastle, I ). — Thu good yield of potatoes this year 
is, as Car as l could learn, owing to the change of 
seed, :is the old class of seed was worn out. As regards 
other crops, I believe that the yield, either good nr had, 
is owing to the quality of the land in which tho secii 
is set ; also tho knowledge on tho part of tho farmers 
in cultivating tho soil which, in some districts, is very 
limited. New Pallas 1 ). — The yield in every descrip- 
tion of crops has been above tho average in this district 
this year. Tho potato crop exceptionally good. I 
attribute the increase in general crops to llm very favour- 
able season following : liter some bad season, during 
which the ground only yielded a partial crop, and was 
consequently in a hotter condition to yield a good crop 
when a favourable season came. To this I would add, 
as regards the potato crop, the great improvement in 
the quality of the seed — tlm ('humph ms proving a 
great success, llathlccaln D . — Tho yield of tho various 
crops (green ami grain) in this district has linen good 
tills year, which I believe may be attributed to the 
very favourable season we have liad. 

TimitiAKY County, N. Ii. liwrisnkauc />. - -A II crops 
havehadnfair average yield this your, except turnipsand 
mangels, which nro considered a bad crop hero. I'ntutoes 
of all kinds are mnmrkuldy good in yield, 1ml. the 
Champions are not considered a good crop ; the yield 
is enormous, but the tubers are not sound, as all tho 
large om-s arc had in thouonlrc. Neuwjh D. -The good 
yield of the various crops in the electoral divisions 
in the above district are, in my opinion, to he attri- 
buted to the favourable season. There him boon a 
moat abundant crap of potatoes, chielly of the kind 
known as “ Champions.” The importation nf this 
new seed into tho country has hcen, no don lit, tlm 
chief cause of tho good yield. Mangels did not do 
so well tills year about hero, and I observed the leaves 
had a withered look everywhere, owing to the attack 
of a fly. Nuwjm't It . — ' Tim crops of all kinds are, I 
believe, very good indeed, and well saved, except seme 
of tlm late bay, which was mure or less injured by the 
wet. Potatoes arc very plentiful, good and cheap. 
Oats is also more plentiful than lust year. Tho 
season was, on thu whole, exceptionally fine for saving 
the harvest I believe there is a groat deal more 
produce in tho country this year than any other year, 
and mostly well saved, ltosercn D . — The yield of 
potatoes is over tho average, and this is attributed to 
the new seed which was so extensively sown through 
the country. Templcmore D . — The potato crop in 
tliis district lias been a very good one, owing principally 
to the introduction of now seed — the Champions — 
last year. The grain crop has boon about the avomgo 
of othor years — fairly good. Thu other groan crops 
have boon also fair. Tho hay crop, though a fair 
yield, would have been butter but for the unfavourable 
weather at tho usual time of saving it. T/iurlet 1 ). — 
Tho good yield is attributed to tho favourable weather, 
coupled with (so far as regards the potato crop) tho 
almost general uao of thu “Champion” scud, which 
has boon found much moro productive than tho seed 
heretofore used. 

TimEiuRY County, S.R. Bakhjnonly J ).— Tho 
potato crop this year has been the best in my re- 
collection, and I consider that in most localities the 


produce must have been at least twelve tons of sound 
potatoes per Irish acre, and in poor land at least ten 
tons per acre. When riding through my district I 
paid particular attention to the potato crop as it was 
being dug out, and saw no crop winch was under at 
least eight tons per Irish acre. Champions were the 
principal crap sown. 1 have heard fanners generally 
stating tint tlm wheat crop this year was very good, 
mid it must have boon a very much bettor crop than 
appears liy the returns. I notice that the average 
return of this crop given for tho electoral division of 
Drangiin, is lower than that of any other electoral 
division in the district, with one or two exceptions, 
while I am aware that tho land in the neighbourhood 
of Drill igan Ls most suitable for the growth of wheat. 
The oat crop this year was very fair. I think, on 
good land a fair average would he, at least 35 to 40 
ewt. pur I rish acre, and on hail laud 24 cwt. per acre. 
Tlm turnips and mangel crop are, in my opinion, a 
had crop this year, in some places almost amounting 
to a failure. The hay crop generally throughout this 
district averaged 3i tons per Irish acre, though on 
sumo old meadows it was a much heavier crop. That 
portion of tho crop which was cut early is fairly saved, 
hut there is a great deal of damaged hay throughout 
tliu district. Tho weather for harvesting operations 
wits generally bail, and the storms did a great deal of 
damage. Owing to tho constant rain, .be,, barley 
sufi'erod considerably, aud few prime samples are to 
ho had. 1 have also heard many large millowners, Ac., 
say that tiro I rish wheat this year is damp and soft, 
which is accounted for by the wot harvest. Cahir D. 
— Hay crop was short hero this year owing to a very 
long continuance of dry parching weather in the 
spring time ; lmt tho season was, later on, most 
favourable For everything. So all other crops were 
unusually good. (Ja.rrickon-Suir D . — Tho return of 
all green crops has hcen very fair in this locality, and 
little destruction has boon caused by tly. Tho growth 
was somoivliat retarded by late frosts; but, talcing 
crops generally, there has been more than an average 
yield, owing to a favourable spring. Potatoes are an 
abundant and healthy crop, though they also suffered 
from late frosts. Hay has been a good average crop; 
though the period for ripening was not all that could 
lie desired, ami, owing to showery weathor, it was a 
most, dillieiilt crop to save. The same remark would 
equally apply to oats. Wheat appears to have been a 
fairly good crop. Cashel J ). — Tlm cereal crops were 
generally good, though much bnrloy was damaged by 
excessive mill when lipu. Tins root crop light. ; the 
Jiarsli dry weather in spring not being conducive to 
its growth ; aud the turnip crop was in many instances 
almost completely destroyed by tho ravngoR of the fly. 
The liay crop also sufl'einil from wantof gonial growing 
weather in April and May, and was consequently a 
Lad crop, bel li as regards quantity ami quality, as 
excessive wot destroyed much of it. Potato crop a 
splendid one; tho supply of good seed issued under 
Hoed Supply Act, lias shown its offoct in producing a 
plentiful yield ; a great contrast to the miserable 
crops obtained when the fanners generally used 
deteriorated seed. Clonmel D . — Tho crops in this 
district have generally proved good ; owing, doubtless, 
to the favourable season. Duwh-um D. — Tho increase 
in the potato crop is attributable to tho good soed— 
Champions — aud the favourable weathor in the mouths 
of May, Juno, and July, which, in my opinion, has 
had a good effect on all crops. The potato and oats 
crops have exceeded expectation. I liavo never seen 
so many pits of potatoes. Tanners differ as to the 
turnip crop, lmt I lliink llioy are a good holding crop- 
Tijjjnrrary 7). —The land in this district is chiefly w 
pasture, and very little tillage is carried on. there 
was a capital yield of t.lm crops sown, which I ftttnliute 
to tho very favourable weather for such, during the 
spring, Hummer, and liar vest seasons, anil tho yield ot 
potatoes him, no doubt, boon greatly inevoasod by the 
general sowing of “ Champions." 
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Waterford County. Cappoguin B . — The good 
yield is attributable — first, to the favourable season ; 
second, good seed and more careful cultivation. 
Bungarvan B . — The average produce in this district 
during past harvest is considered good, owing in a 
great measure to the favourable weather, and in the 
case of the potato crop, to the importation of new 
seed, which has resisted the blight much better than 


the old descriptions which have been planted during Fhoyinoic op 
past years. Portlaw D . — The good yield of the M mntrn n. 
various crops I attribute to the favourable season; 
and as regards potatoes, particularly to the use of the 
new seeds. Waterford D . — The good yield of the 
various crops in this district may be attributed to the 
favourable season, during which crops did not suffer 
from excessive moisture nor excessive drought. 


PROVINCE 

Antrim Cousty. Antrim D . — The fair yield may, 
I believe, be attributed to the generally favourable 
weather. Ballymena D . — The yield of the oats crop 
is fair, and much the same as previous seasons. There 
is a considerable increase in tbe yield of potatoes, 
owing partly to the dry seed time and the coldness of 
the season (which prevented disease), but chiefly to 
the planting of new kinds of seed. There is a decrease 
in yield of turnips and flax, due to the former crop 
having been injured by flies, and tbe latter by frost in 
the early part of the season, and the absence of genial 
warmth afterwards. There is an increase in hay, 
owing to the dampness of the season. The other crops 
are not extensively grown in the locality. Btdlymoney 
B . — The good yield of potatoes this year is considered 
by some to be owing to the absence of the blight, which 
has been very slight this year, and later than in past 
years. Where there is a deficiency in any of the 
other crops, it is generally attributed to the wet 
season. Throughout this district there is general 
praise of the potato crop, which some attribute to the 
now seed, imported during the past few years, and the 
absence of the early frost this season. Belfast Porth B. 
— The crops in this district, which arc of little impor- 
tance, were above the average, which is attributed to a 
good season. Belfast South D . — The cause of the 
good yield of the potato crop is the use of the 
“ Champion” and other good soiris of seed. Tbe cereal 
crops were a good deal injured by the wot harvest, 
anil also the hay crop. Carrickfergus 1 ). — The yield 
in this district was above tlie average this year, 
which may be attributed to the favourable weather 
which prevailed during the spring and harvest. 
Glenarm D . — The good yield of all the crops in this 
district is principally owing to favourable weather, 
both in the spiring and autumn. In looking over the 
returns I find that in potatoes the best yield lias been 
from “ Champion" seed, which has only been used in 
this district last spring. The worst yield seems to be 
in “White Rocks,” a seed which I think is nearly 
worn out. In all the other crops the yield has been 
much better than in former years, which I think may 
be attributed to favourable weather. 


OF ULSTER. 

seed. Portadoum B . — The abundant yield of past 
harvest is in my judgment attributable to the 
favourable season in regard to weather, but is also 
largely due to the good and new seed supplied by 
Government during past two years. 

Cavan County. Bailiehorough D . — Crops of all 
kinds — except turnips — have been exceptionally good 
as regards yield. The probable cause of this is not 
to be found in a more enlightened cultivation, nor 
increased energy upon the part of cultivators. It is 
mainly due to accident — the Irish accident of good 
harvest weather. BallyconneU D . — Tbe general good 
yield of all the crops iu the several electoral divisions 
in my district this year, is mainly attributable to the 
exceptional good spring and harvest weather, which 
is of the utmost importance to cereal crops in this 
district, as the land is, generally speaking, wet, clayey, 
and not of a porous nature. As to the potato crop, 
tlie yield has been unusually good, and this fact I 
attribute to the almost universal introduction into this 
district of the seed of the “Champion.” Ballyjames- 
duff D . — There is an excellent crop of potatoes 
(especially Champions) in this district. Oats is a very 
fuir crop. There is very little wheat in this district. 
Turnips and mangels in general have turned out a 
fair crop, but there are portions of the district in 
which these articles have not done well. Meadows — 
although in some instances light, have, I believe, 
turned out better than was at first expected, owing to 
the favourable change in the weather. Flax is a good 
crop. The introduction of new seed potatoes has 
hugely contributed to make this crop a very good 
one, and the good season has helped to increase the 
yield of all crops. Cavan D . — On the whole, the 
various crops have been good and abundant. As to 
tho potatoes, I attribute tbe plentiful yield to simply 
the champion seed, which importation whs much 
needed. The old seed being, I may say, exhausted 
or unproductive. Hay and oats are also very good, 
owing to the genial weather of the growing season, 
which may be put down os the cause of all the 
other crops being so good. 


PjUiVINOIC or 


Armagh County. Armagh B . — In reference to 
the increase in tho average produce of crops in this 
district, I have to state, after careful inquiry, I find 
it is attributable principally to two causes, viz. ; — 
the favourable season, the weather being for farming 
far above any we have had for the Inst six years ; 
and in tho second place to the importation of the 
“Champion” potatoes, which causes a great increase 
in the average of this crop in this locality. Lurgan 
B . — With regard to the crops in this locality, I 
have to state that they "were more than an average 
last season, with the exception of mangels, which 
suffered from a grub. Tbe hay was uot as well saved 
as usual, owing to the wet, but the hay seed gave a 
good return ; as much as £17 per acre being made of 
the seed alone. Its cultivation in other parts of the 
country would repay tlie farmers. Peicry D. — The 
crops are above the average yield, except hay, which 
was light. Tho farmers attribute the good yield of 
potatoes to the “ Champion” seed. N ewtownhamilton 
B . — The good yield is attributable to some good 
weather in June, which greatly helped the crops ; and 
also to the superior seed used, particularly the potato 


Donegal County. Ardara D . — The good yield 
of the several crops, that is, oats, hay, and potatoes, 
in the different electoral divisions in my district, is 
owing to the very favourable weather of the year 
generally, and especially tlie harvest. Bidlyshannon 
I ). — The crops generally in this district have been 
good this season — indeed over an average, in a great 
measure attributable to the favourable autumn. 
Potatoes and oats to the very large supply received 
of new seed last spiring — in the former chiefly “ Cham- 
pions," but I regret to find that a portion (not to any 
grent extent) are now exhibiting symptoms of disease, 
of which there was no appearance last year. Bunerana 
I ). — The yield in the wops generally is above the 
average, this is attributed to the favourable weather. 
Carnaonagh D . — The potato crop is considered better 
this year than last. It would appear that owing to 
the nature of the soil a rainy season is favourable to 
that crop, but injurious to com, hence the result of a 
good potato crop, and a falling off in that of corn as 
compared with last year’s. Other crops fairly average. 
Bunfanaghy B . — The good harvest is entirely owing 
to the grand harvest weather we had during the 
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entire of October. Bmyloo t >. — I am of opinion, 
irrespective of effect of variableness of the climate 
wide lx is evident, rnucli depends on tlio quality of 
seed and preparation of tlie soil for its introduction. 
In localities whore spade husbandly is still in use the 
wet season has a tolling effect, as the land is not 
ploughed iu the propor season, hilt the seed planted 
in the cold now-prepaml soil. There is a lack of 
industry also, observable nmong the small landholders 
latterly, and 1 have observed that removal of obnoxious 
weeds which choke the crop is not attended to. In 
mountainous distiicts and retired parts of the country 
where agriculture is still in its infancy, I ha ve 
observed the ono crop and tho same seed repeatedly 
introduced, oven without any change in the manure. 
This must not only be injurious to tlie soil, but 
destructive to die seed, and a good crop could not 
reasonably be expected. In those localities, more- 
over, I observe that through pure indifference, water 
is allowed to lie on the soil during tho winter season — 
by the ditches being broken down, and tho absence 
of a passage for it to run off. No proper steps nre 
taken for tho accumulation anil preservation of 
manure, so that much depends on tho system of 
husbandry, and the quality of the seed — tho rost, of 
courso, on the weather. Lctterlccnny D . — The oat 
crop this year is not nearly up to tlie average — 
attributable to tiro wet ami the frost in tlie spring. 
Tlie potato crop is most abundant and good, being 
greatly superior to tho yiekl mid quality of other 
years. Other crops average and fair, llaphoo B . — 
Tlie crops in this district wore generally good which, 
in my opinion, was caused iu a great measure by tho 
good season, and also on account of an improved state 
of agriculture. Jt'alJnuidlen D . — As regards oats and 
barley tlie yield is fair, yot, in consequence of tho 
cold spriug, the seed for some time appeared to have 
failed in the ground. The grain is said to be light 
in head in consequence, and the quiuitity of meal pro- 
ducing corn less. As regards potatoes, tho yield is 
far superior to any in recent years. This is attributed 
to the more general importation of seed from a dis- 
tance, especially Champions, and also to tho dry 
autumn which kept the potatoes from retting in the 
ground. Cropping of other descriptions is not carried 
on to any great extent in this district, and tlie yield 
is considered an average. 

Dows County. Bavhnblyo D . — Tho yield of the 
various crops in this district has been somewhat above 
tho average, owing to tlie excellent maimer in wliiuh 
the farmers attend to them, and the fairly seasonable 
weather there has boom JJownj>atridi D . — The 
potato crop is considered very good this year, which is 
attribute ! to on improved description of seed, and a 
favourable season. Tho grain crop is much the same 
as last year. Turnips are in some instances a failure, 
and this is attributed to unfavourable weather and bud 
seed. The hay crop is considered very good owing to 
the favourable state of the weather. JVuwtoumanls I ). — 
I attribute the good yield to the good cultivation of 
the ground by the farwei-s. The harvest turned out 
wet and late, which prevented the oats, &o., being us 
abundant as it would otherwise have boon. liathjri- 
land B . — The good yield of potatoes may, I think, lux 
attributed to the new kinds of seeds sown, as also to 
the care taken in planting them. The decrease in tho 
yiold of tin-nips may he accounted for by a general 
failure in the crop, and thus the greater part had to 
be sown over again ; complaints also that a fly attacked 
them when just coming into leaf are veiy general. 
The yield of oats is hardly as good as in former years, 
but this is attributable to the excessive rainfall. Very 
little change is perceptible in the flax ami hay crops 
from former years. Very little wheat and no beaus 
have been sown in this district. 

Fermanagh County. BerrygonneUy B. I have 

made inquiries from practical farmers and they inform 
me the yield of all kinds of crop, except potatoes, is 
about an average, but that of potatoes is far boyond 


an average, and this they attribute to the supe- 
riority of the seed over that of other years. The 
potato chiofly cultivated was tho “ Champion. Ennw- 
kiUcit D . — Thu liiirvcst here was generally very good, 
and in some parts a very large crop of potatoes,’ 
which nre free from blight. Tito weather was very 
favourable to most crops hero. Kash D . — The rood 
yiold of the potatoes is attributable to the favourable 
season and the rather lute appoaraneo of the usual 
blight. Liniwdm D . — Throughout this district the 
crops arc generally above an average. This is attri- 
buted to the almost universal introduction of the 
champion potato, so far us this vegetable is concerned, 
and to the comparatively dry season so far as other 
crops show an increased yield. 

LoNnoNUKituY County. Coleraine D . — The crops iu 
this district with few exceptions are above the aver- 
age of tho produce of the last few years. Potatoes 
especially are superior in yield anil quality owing to 
tho introduction of new seed (champions), uud the 
entire abseucc of disease. Oats suffered considerably 
from tbo continued wet season, but on the whole was 
a fair average crop ; very little wheat was sown in this 
district. Tho 11 ax crop was under the average owing 
to the cold wot season. Tnmips generally were con- 
siderably under former years on account of frost kill- 
ing tho young plants when coming up, and the con- 
tinued wet weather. Tlie above are tlie principal 
crops grown iu this district. Limavudy B . — The crops 
of this year, so far as this district is concerned, were 
of the overage yield. Loiulontlerry City D . — The yield 
of tho various crops iu this ilistrict is generally very 
good, except turnips, which is a delicient crop, owing, 
as tho farmers generally believe, in a great measure to 
bad seed. In several instances tbc scod bud to be 
sown twice and even three times, ilcujherafdt D . — 
The yield of grain crops would have been remarkably 
good but was neutralised to a great oxtent by tlio ex- 
cessive rain of the last two or three months, which 
was productive of groat damage to com uncut or stand- 
ing in stoolcs, which could not he brought in. The 
yiold of potatoes is tho best that has been known for 

Mox ac wan County. Gai-riekuutcroas B. —Tlie good 
yield in the potato crop this year is undoubtedly duo 
to tho introduction of the “ Champion,” which even 
with the usual rough-ai id-raady cultivation in the 
poorer districts, has produced an abundant return. 
Win -0 it not for this excellent potato, many of tho 
poorer classes, who have only a low acres to depend 
on, would now be iu a state liordcring on starvation, 
as tlio “ White Rock," whioli was heretofore grown 
for tho general crop, has, in tho few placos it was 
cultivated, .suffered terribly from the disease. It is, 
however, established, that tlio Champion is not proof 
against the blight, for such things as rotten Cliampious 
can bo seen ; but it must bo acknowledged that it is 
almost the soundest potato, on tho whole, that has 
yot been inti-oducod. Perhaps it is not fair to tho 
Skcrric Bluo to give the Champion any credit over it 
on tho score of soundness, and many prefer the flavour 
of tho latter to that of tlio Champion. Tlio Champion, 
however, doos not require so much attention or 
manuring. It does lietter amongst tlio weeds, which 
it cannot be denied arc still tlie companions of the 
poor man’s crop. Little attention is paid to the 
pulling and cutting of weeds before seeding time, 
wliich, if done, and tlie weeds added to the manure 
lien]), would considerably ineveaso tbo vegetable from 
whioli they wore taken, and inaugurate the acquisition 
of still another crop — a numwe crop. Here I may 
ol*orve on the loss the flax grower sustains by 
neglecting to collect tho water from tlie flax pits, 
which might ho immediately utilized with incalculable 
advantage, and in tho easiest possible way, by spilling 
it over the land. In this way millions of gallons of 
tlie most valuable liquid manuro are not only lost, but 
allowed to osoapo from the flax pits into rivers anil 
lakeB, sometimes to the direct damage of tho ownor in 
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the shape of fines for the infraction of the law, but 
always to the certain injury of our horses and the 
destruction of our fish. Clones D. — The only crop in 
which there has been a marked change is the potato 
crop, and the remarkable yield in this case is altogether 
owing to the. land having been better manured, and 
new seed imported. Monaghan D. — The good yield 
of tke various crops was attributable to the favourable 
season ; and to this circumstance, together with the 
new seed, the abundant potato crop is attributable. 

Tyrone County. Aughnacky D. — The wops gene- 
rally through this district, particularly the oats, avo 
exceptionally good ; contrary, I may say, to expecta- 
tion, as the continued wet weather made people fear 
that the crops would be »|>oiled. The oats is rather 
soft, but large and full in grain. The potato crop is 
also vei'y good and plentiful. Cookstoion D. — The 
excellent yield of the various crops in the electoral 
divisions embraced in this district is in a great measure 
due to the favourable character of this year’s season, 
and also to the importation of new seed. Wherever 


the yield was bod or indifferent it was entirely owing 
to the poor and sterile nature of the soil Dungannon 
D. — The general yield was good, owing to the season, 
except in the electoral divisions of Carrickmore and 
Pomeroy, the land not being as good as the other 
electoral divisions ; but on the whole there is ti plentiful 
crop in my district. Newtoiunslewart D. — The crops 
in general are very good this year. The potatoes are 
turning out very well; in some places they are slightly 
diseased, but on the whole they will be a plentiful 
crop. The oats is yielding better than last year; 
the grain is much better. The turnip crop is very 
good in places, and in othm-s a failure in consequence 
of the wet. Hay is an average crop, Flax lias been 
a very fair crop, but paying badly. Omagh D . — I 
consider the good yield of all crops in general this 
year is due to an exceptionally fine season. Strabane 
D. — The crops in this district have been about the 
same as usual. The only exception is the potato crop, 
whicli has been unusually good. This is owing to the 
introduction of new kinds of seed. 
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Galway County. Athenry D. — Thera is an in- 
crease in the potato crop in the several electoral 
divisions of this district, which is attributable to the 
new and better quality of the seed (Champions). The 
increase in hay and corn crops is duo to the favourable 
season. There is no perceptible difference in the 
turnip crop. Ballinasloe D. — The rates of produce are 
generally above the average in this district ; more 
particularly os regards oats and potatoes, of which the 
yield has been remarkably good. This is in a great 
measure to be attributed to change of seed. The 
Champion potato has been extensively produced with 
excellent results, and the entire crop is singularly 
fine from disease. The wheat crop lias yielded fairly. 
Clonlur D. — The several crops in this district are of 
a fair average, considering the lightness of the soil in 
many places ; the season on the whole being favour- 
able. Potatoes of the “Champion” species are an 
exceedingly good crap, wliich I think is owing to the 
fituess of the land for such. Dunmore D. — The fine 
crap of potatoes is, so far as I can learn, owing to the 
chango of seed. The “ Champions ” did splendidly, 
and produced a large and sound crop, beyond the 
average. Oats, barley, and rye, were also good craps, 
and I believe this was owing to the moist and favour- 
able season. Meadows only middling, on account of 
the excessive hoat and drought in the month of May. 
Turnips, a fail' crap, but suffered much from the “fly" 
early in the season. On the whole, the crops this 
year have been remarkably good, and fanners have no 
reason to complain. Galway D. — The general average 
return of craps in this district is considered good this 
year, owing to a favourable season. The potato crop 
is much improved, owing to the recent general change 
of seed. Gort D. — The good yield of the potato crop 
is due to the fact that last year all the farmers pro- 
vided themselves with new seed, the “ Champion ; ” 
and also, the weather was very favourable for the 
crop. The turnip crop yielded almost double that 
of former years, owing to good aud favourable weather 
in the months of June and July ; and also, the farmers 
brake up a quantity of pasture land which proved 
well suited for the crop. Ileadford D. — Thera has 
been a good yield of the various crops, particularly of 
potatoes, the introduction of the “ Champions ” having 
been a great success. The good return of the other 
crops may be attributed to the favourable season. 
Boughrea D. — The good yield of craps generally (tur- 
nips excepted) this year is attributed to the introduction 
of new seed, and the goodness of the season. As 
regards turnips, the bad yield is attributed to the 
lateness of the sowing, and the wetness of the season. 
Jfoylough IX.- — The good yield of the various crops this 
year is attributable to the exceptionally favourable 


season wliich we have had, as also, in the case of the 
potato crop, to the introduction of the “ Champion” 
seed pretty extensively into this county. Oughter- 
ard D . — This district is not generally suited for 
tillage purposes. Last season was very fine, and such 
crops ns were sown did well, potatoes remarkably so. 
There was an abundant crop ; they are good for food 
and very cheap. RoundsUnie D. — The bad yield of the 
craps this year is to bo attributed — firstly, to the land, 
which is for the most part moor or partially reclaimed 
bog, veiy wet, and poorly cultivated, both as regards 
drainage and manure, seaweed being the only manure 
used year after year, and no change of crops made atany 
time ; aud secondly, to very wet harvest in Connemara. 
The months of April, May, and June were dry and 
warm ; the following mouths were very wet when the 
crops were beginning to ripen, and caused the blight 
to set in nnusually early in the potato crop, wliich is 
generally small and wet To the same causes may be 
attributed the bail yield of oats. Sjnddal D. — Tin' 
potato crop has been unusually good throughout my 
district this yeai\ I attribute this entirely to the 
change which has been made in the seed, the “ Cham- 
pion" potatoes having been almost everywhere sub- 
stituted for the old kinds. The summer has been very 
wet here, but the “ Champions" notwithstanding have 
kept wonderfully free from disease. I am informed 
that there has been about an average yield in other 
crops. The grain crops must have failed but for the 
fine weather we hod in early autumn. Tvam D . — 
The yield of potatoes this year is for above the aver- 
rago of other years, and is chiefly attributable to the 
introduction of new seed. All other crops are above 
the average, which an unusually fine season may 
account for. Woodford D. — The yield in every crop) 
this season is above the average in quantity, and in 
most cases in quality also. In potatoes the yield in 
every variety has been very good. The “ Champions’’ 
are large, but in some cases hollow in the centre (due 
most probably to pxiverty of soil and damp in autumn 
months). In all other cases excellent crops as to 
quantity and quality are the results of favourable 
weather and good seed. 

Leitrim County. Carrick-on-Shannon D. — I con- 
sider the good yield of green crops in most places is 
due to the continued moisture of the weather, which, 
on the other hand, was injurious to grain crops, while 
it benefited meadows, particularly such as were cut 
lata Dramahairc D.— There has been a good yield 
generally of the various crops in this district, which 
may attributed to the good seeds sown, and the 
past favourable seasons for agriculture. Manorham.il- 
ton D.—l consider the increased yield of potatoes is 
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due to the large importation of “ Cliamjiions” awl 
other choice seeds. MohUl D.—1 have to state that 
generally the yield of potatoes hi is lioen good, which 
seems to be owing to the good weather, and also the 
new sued so abundantly introduced. Where the yield 
has been bud it is generally owing to cureless farming 
of this and of the other crops, in lnuiiy cases the land 
being poor and badly manured, but the primary cause 
of all had yield is negligent agriculture. Thu avoriigo 
of nearly all crops this year is good compiuud with 
last year. 


Mavo Countv. Ballaghftderrnen D. — Thu only 
crops to any extent cultivated in this district are oats 
and potatoes, and, ;ia a gonerid rule, tlic average yield 
per acre of these crops was much greater this your 
than duriug the past two years, and this increase is 
mainly, if not altogether, attributable to the farmers 
having made use, to a large oxtout, of now seed, 
principally “ Champion ” seed potatoes, anil Scotch 
seed oats; and to the fact that tho summer and 
autumn of 1881 were much more fuvourahlo for 
agricultural work and produce, than were those ol 
1870-1880. Sullina D.—I have to state that tin- 


potatoos. Tlie former is uiiich about the same as last,, 
and iu general was a good crop. The latter is a 
better yield than last year, owing to a greater quantity 
of tlie “Champion" description having been sown. 
i)wiii/'o)'<l D. — Owing to the favourable season and 
tlie new seeds purchased l*y tlie Union and several of 
the landlords, and sold to the tenants, tlie yield of tlie 
various crops in this distinct lias been good. Tlie 
potato crop very gooii Westport D. — There must lie 
II remarkable increase in tlie potato crop. The cause 
is principally duo to tho class of seed called “ Cham- 
pions,” which were so generally used, having been on 
tho previous year, us a grant, distributed to tho small 
farmers by .Boards of Guardians, &c. Eveiy other 
species of potato, I believe, are less productive than 
Oil former years, because of the usual blight. The 
improvement iu tho grain crop is owing to tlie good 
weather of tho seasons. 


Roscommon County. AthJoiie D. — I am unable to 
assign any reason for the crops beiug generally better 
this season than for some years past. Hoyle D . — I 
consider the good yield of the crops to be due to the 
fair weather at the time of seeding and harvest, and 
also to the seed itself (issued in many cases by the 


generally good yield ot tlie various crops may lie guardians) being of a superior quality and different 
attributed to the favourable weather which prevailed description to that generally in use previously. Castie- 
iu the spring, and, to a certain exteut, in the summer mt /j — Tlio potato crop this year for exceeds any 
and harvest. Iu the case ot potatoes, the Champion CTO j, 0 f H()v (, f m . the thirty years. The causes 
seed was very generally used, which accounts for the lvsa [g U ,,l al( . — first, the. Champion seed ; second, the 
crop boiug unusually good. In the cases of bay and f llvo , ir ,j,|„ S j )V i U g for setting ; third, the blight only 
oats, the cro;w, though good, have not. given so large :l |q, caring late and only slight, on account, it is believed, 


a return as was cxjiected, owing to tho want of 
heat to ripen them, and finer weather to save them. 
Many persons allowed those crops to lie too long, in 
the hope of tlie weather becoming more settled, in 
which hope they wove, in many instances, disappointed. 
Jhittinrabe D. — The wheat crop was less than average, 
us is believed, from the seed being sow n year alter 
year in same grounds, without introduction of new 
seed. Tho out crop was good, as is lioliovoil, from tin; 
introduction of now seed. The barley crop was good, 
as is believed, from tlie season being favourable to ils 
growth. Tim potato crop was good, on account of tho 
introduction of now seed (the Champion, being gene- 
rally sown), and greater care being given to tlvc 
cultivation of this crop. Tho turnip crop is less (•linn 
tho avevago, resulting from dry weather in the early 
pari of its growth. Tim same os regards the mangel 
crop. The season was favourable to the growth of 
hay. Bebnnlkl D. — This year the harvest has lmtiu 
exceptionally good iu this district, jmrtly owing to Liu: 


of tho dry autumn. I may also state, that the old seed 
potato (White Rocks) planted this year are on ex- 
ceedingly good crop. Some people say they ire fully 
suh good as the Champion, but arc more subject to the 
blight or potato disease, on account of the stalks being 
more tender than the Champion. Tho oat crop this 
year is very good ; the yield in grain double as good 
as Iasi, year, caused by tho good ripening season. 
Turnip crop not as good as last year, still a medium 
crop ; the month of May, the time of setting tho seed, 
being very hot, is the cause of the deficiency iu this 
crop. J, 'uncommon I). — The cause of tlie great increase 
in the potato crop this year is attributed to tlie fact 
that it had come to almost full growth before the 
« blight” set iu. The consequence is that the ground 
is full of all kinds. So plentiful is this crop that 
“ Champions” can lie purchased at 2s. per owt. iu the 
market here. The mildness of tho season had a good 
elfect iu producing a fair yield in all kinds of crops 
this year. Slrokosloiim D.—l lielievo that tlie very 


mildness of tlie weather, hut priueipilly caused by ( j 0 f „. ltM an d potatoes this year is owing to 
tlie fact of good seed oats and potatoes having Imon tlie favourable state of tlie weather during the planting 
served, out to tho jieople. Castlebar D. — Tlie large al)( j ,. JU .|y p lrt t of tho growing season ; and had it not 

bouu for tho sharp frosts in the middle of J one, I urn 


yield in the potato crop is chiefly owing to the 
“ Champions " which wevo almost universally planted. 
The favourable seal and liarvest time hns contributed 
in all kinds of crops to give tho more than usual 
average. Claremorris D. — The oats and potato 


of opinion that the yield of potatoes in tlie hog lands 
would have been much larger. 


have yielded remarkably well this year, tho change of Sligo Countv. BuUymote D. — I am of opinion 
seed being considered the chief cause. Tho Champion tho good yield of the various crops this year may 
potato proving a complete success, and is at present a attributed bo tlie exceptionally fine weather during 
general favourite with the peasantry. Hay and harvest time, which enabled the farmers to save 
cabbages are not quite so good. The hay is considered tlicir crops without damage, and at the proper tunes, 
a light crop, owing to tlie coldness of tlie summer Tho sonson, too, all through was favourable tor ^ o 
months ; and tho cabbage crop was almost a failure, growth and ripouiug of tlie grain. Eas/cey D.— 0 
owing to the severe frosts of last winter killing almost oats and barley lmvo not given so good a yiel as 
all the cabbage plants. Crossmolina D. — The oat expected. It is bolievod this is to be attribute o 
crop is not good. Owing to the high wind and heavy tho wot weather in July and the continued coolness o 
rain in the latter part of tho summer, tho crop did not the season ; some of the oats having opened very a . 
ripen evenly, nor fill so heavily iu the ear. Tho On the whole tho grain crop is a fair average on tormei 
potato crop is a splendid one, which is chiefly owing years, and whore there is a decrease it is m w 
to the new Champion seed being principally used ; localities. Cabbage is a poor crop, in consequence o 
that the season has been providentially favourable to thero being no good plants to be hail in the eai y 
their growth, and that tlie land lias been bettor culti- season. The liay is n fair crop, and well savei . 
vated and manured. Tlie turnip and cabbage crops Turnijw and mangolds are only middling, the turnips 
are good, owing to the favourable season for tbeir having in many cases to bo sown twice, owuig to 
growth up to the present. Newport D. — The only ami the cold season. The potato has given a g 0 
crops grown to any extent in this district arc oats and yiold, owing to tlie introduction of new seed, and 
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additional care the farmers aro taking to plant them 
in fresh ground. Riverslown D . — The crop of potatoes 
yielded this year is very good, owing to the greater 
portion being what is called “ Champion’’ seed ; and 
though the season had been rather unfavourable for 
crops generally, by reason of frequent falls of rain, 
yet the farmers have had no reason to complain. Oats 
Lave been also good ; hay likewise. When the 
potato stalks liad been a good deal over ground those in 
bog ground were almost cut away by frost, but inmost 
cases, particularly when tlie seed was “ Champion, ’’ 
they recovered their strength, and had a fair produce. 


Sligo D . — The crops generally in this district are very Province or 
good, especially the potatoes. The superiority of the Cokjuuomi. 
latter is to be attributed to the importation in recent 
years of fresh seed. The seeding season was favour- 
able, and though, generally speaking, the summer was 
wot, there was a continuance of drying winds which 
counteracted the moisture. Tobercuny D . — The 
cause of the improvement in the potato crop is 
attributable to the introduction of the new seed, 

“ Champion,” into this district. Generally speaking, 
there is not much improvement in any of the other 
crops. 
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